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Private Adoption • 

Yo~ should al~o be aware of the concept of private adoptfon. Most-adoptions processed . • 
under provi~cial law are the· full responsibility of the provincial or. territorial government. 
However, in. some cases, the adoption is arranged through a third party. The role of the 
provincial or territorial Director of Child Welfare is to verify that the process was correct 
and to sponsor the adoption before the courts. Frequently, the ~rovince or territory will 
not have retained all of the documentation necessary to conwr+Wtfie eligibility of the 

• child to registratioo. Once it has been confirmed ~ith soci
1
ali[~Jt'vices that it was in fact a 

private adoption, it may then be necessary to obtain thi~M:9gU}¼i.~ritation from another 
sourc~. Private adop~ions are ofte~ step-parent, bl~

1
~all~~l'ative1~~l~J?en types of 

adoption where the birth and adoptive parents ar~f;~~.pwn to eacli·Q1WW· , · 
We would therefore approach the adult adopte~jO.(iJtlie adoptive pare'r;1.t~ pf a minor to 
obtain th_e documentation we require to con~i~~_.j;~_'Htitleme. n_t· (See Fornisli~~ an_ d 25A in 
Appendix G). • . • 'tltiJhh .. 1_.·_t_'_1_ij·ll·. . • ifi!Jtlit· 

. • . ~ • : • • • •
1tfUnh~. ,i1.1l11f. . . 

For private adoptions in Ontario, the procedure d1~~r~j;s~,i~htly. You would first verify 
from the Adoption Order whether qr;1m~t. a lawyer or';Mrir~te adoption agency was 
involved. If a lawyer or private adop,ti§kl~:@~9cy is ideh\i,,t~d in the Adoption Order and 
!he l~wyer/~gency i:s on our list of pri~#}e liBg~:~n11~/or or{mrii~, your request fo~ 
1dent1fying information on the adoptee·~1l9ncestry!:~

1
~oy

1
ld be';~.~uected to the Registrar, 

Adoption Disclosure R_. egi_~t~tii1/2\d_ option1llll111,it,_l'_cp~!Wtrc:Rls;~rw __ ;, iRes, 2 Bloor Street West, 
•,·l1lj,1 l• lih >lilf\, J,l.f} <,!JI•!, 

TORONTO ON M7 A 11jEI,~!·· If tli~'!ijegistrat, 1!.f}~bption Disclo~ure Register, is unable to 
provide sufficient in

1 
f&~rHation or

1
;98cument~\i~n, you should then approach the adult 

d t d •1 lll!l • t f. ·11lll- f 1L11·t· I • f • t· If h th a op ee or a optr~~1paren s o a 'li11mor or a~ul. 1ona 1n orma 10n. , owever, e 
lawyer identified _on

1

't~~u~~d~~ti#Ril~r.~:n~i~l,notl*~\our list of private licensees f~r Ontario, 
your reque.~i\ifw,identlf¼tr~dijifprmat1dntiu1W1u1,acloptee's ancestry should be directed to 
the Childr~nlsl;«iap

1
Societ~1in the county or1aistrict where the court is located. We have 

Jjijljlff • '''11 jltf) lfl,'h ' 
been,ti0fftrtucted by~tQt1f?ntariim,~inistry 0~ Comm~nity and Social S~rvi~es never to 
apprioa'eh an Ontario 1pri1~ate hcerisee for information on an adoptee s birth ancestry. 
Atter41M~pption has tak~

1
gJ~1ace, ·~t{~~te licensees in Ontario are precluded by the Child 

and FaHHj~i~ervices Act ti~r divulging confidential information. 
llhl!tt, ilJHl •• .·• 

. Steppar,eqt Adop
1
t!0

1
n . . ·. . • · · 

• ''H!P1.··. ·. illj'_!J).! • · .. . . . • • ··.' • • . • • . 
. •. i1!f~H1.r11 l · . . . · • 

Upon adoption! the ~~
1
tlcf's legal ties to the natural· parents are severed and replaced 

with those of the ado~tive parents, unless it.is .a stepparent adoption. If the child is 
being adopted by the spouse of a natural parent, the child's legal ties to that natural 
parent are unaltered. This is the case for stepparent adoptions in all areas of Canada 
except the Northwest Territor_ies and Manitoba: 

•. ,·J 

In both the Northwest Territories and Manitoba, the child's legal ties to the natural 1 

· parents are severed upon adoption. No exception is made for stepparent adoption. 
Both the natural p~rent and the spouse, who is ~he adoptive parent, must apply to adopt 
the child. ' ; • 
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De Facto Adoption 

Most children are adopted while they a~e still minors. In some cases they are adopted in 
all practical senses of the term when they are minors but the formal process is delayed 
until they are adults. These are frequently referred to as de facto adoptions. The effect 
in law is the same as the a·doption of persons while they are stjl!irn.inors ... r • 

. . • ljl1,,!} . . . . ¥ . 
Th . . . . . . : • . . ... ·- 14/ti.. . 

ere IS no longer a Uf11Versal requirement In provincial I~~ w,at Judges granting an 
Ad_option Or~er to an adult adoptee m·ust be satisfied t~~fl'l~·l&~;lfflP_ to adoption situation 
existed. . . . . • . i. i<d1Jl • • tl:!{J·•: 
N t Th I · d. · • R · ·t • • - • - - - AIHlJg· h dJlmhi.- d . o e: _e n 1an eg1s rar may in some cases C0ij,,Sluer t e court· OG1l!lments an · 
decisio~ as a basis for ma~ing a det~rminati.~1tU~bme type _of_court ordWJJi~/easonably 
conclusive, but does not dispense with t~e R~!:llStrar's d1si~~t1.on to seek e~~<]J~nce 
should the nee_d arise. . . . __ • . • •. 1·llll1~.! ____ JfillJiJl1'· . • ~JI 

.- • ••• . . , - tit 11 Iii JW 
Therefore, before i~diviquals who· 'fieflui~,dopted as·l~~-~~ts can acquire e·ntitlement to· 
Indian status and b~nd. membershiJD\ltlii~µg_h.adoption·H~et must be satisfied that the 
adoptee was adopted in all practical 1~~ns~~t~:wne\term {dk!tt.ie adoptive 'parents while 
st!II a minor. This is consistent with oaqlPiplicy i~,18~~-l?~. a~~ij}ion situations where we 

• WIii not grant status thr<;w~ml~Ht1Ystom a~O:P.,t_i9r;i!J~nles·s:ltffEr1~doptee was under the age 
of majority at the daty1bfJJtne"aa1~p.tion. ll!JtIHIJl.i . • ;1lJ • . . . , · 

. . ·iNJ!l· . . '{If') tJJ1]1 ' ' • • • 
A de facto adoptio*1f ii~uation ~~M~lso_ occu'itl~hthe case of lndi_an cu~tom adopti?.ns. 
The ~ustom adopte1~lrr1i~Y h~¥i~JRinf1~ji~9iiP!e~l11miaccordance Wl~h Indian custom In all . 
p~act1cal ~~!W1n~-~h1l~'~Ji',IJ1t8i~ITTJn·or ·l.)ut,it~trU?irrt~1al custom adopt1?n _ceremony or process 
did no_ t_t.a_ ,,_k_i~1Jpl~~~~jup_t_ 11 aft~1ri_1,t_h_ e adoptee_attained the age of maJonty. • . 

I iJJUiP l, ll{j!' ;, - _'IJ,l}h .I' . ' • • . . . . • 

In bqi~!ftypes of adoJt\~~fl.(c~1Af&l;~pd Indian c;~_stom), a de facto ad_option will be 
cons1ai~~d to have occunrE:rld 1f: t1ll,Jli1 · . _ . ~~wr1 . . . • 't!fp . • .· . . 

. ~ • the ad~1~tnr h~s bee~1,~1the·?ustody of, brought up a~d s~pport~d by t_he ad_optive 
pare_nts asjf1~~ir 9w~l~1~:11d while the adoptee was_ a minor and this relat1onsh1p 
continued u111t11111•t.he_

1 

.• iacJ;0ptee became self-suppo~mg. . • • • 
. \t.:1ijUl ;vi• . - . . . •. . . . . - • . 

In the case of adoptions granted through the courts, m add1t1on to the Adoption Order or 
letter from officials·of Social Services confirming the adoption details, the proof that a 
de facto adoption occurred will be in the form of the following d9cuments:· • 

'. . . . 

1) Affidavits· completed. by the adoptive parents in which they confirm whether they 
raised the adopte~ as their own child while he or she was unde~ the age of 
majority for th~, province/territory where the adoption occurred. The affidavits 
should state whether the adoptee lived with the adoptive parents, the date at which 
the adoptee_began t6 live with the·adoptiV~ parents, and whether the adoptive 

-·9 -
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parents brought up and supported the adoptee while he or she was a minor. They 
should also state the date at which the child ceased to reside with and be 
supported by the adoptive parents, if applicable. • 
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2) Affidavits completed by-two close friends, relatives or neighbours of the adoptive 
family who can state of their own knowledge whether the adoptee was in the care 
and custody of the adoptive parents while still a minor and whether the adoptive 
parents brought up and supported the adoptee as ·their own child while the adoptee • 
was a minor. The affidavits should explain how they came by this knowledge and 
they should give the dates at which they first knew the adoptive family and when 
the adoptee began to live with ttie adoptive family. They should also state the date 
at which the adoptee ceased to reside with and be support~d by the adoptive 

parents if appli~ble . • .. •· • ··.·. • . • • ,:~in,~JjJ!!l• . 
If the adoptive family have.been living ona reserve, th~,~~1~bq~li~~quirement may be 
fulfilled by a Band Council Resolution. The required cootent wollll;d remain the same. 

• .. jl ·w '1-lij1jt 

The affidavits confirming whether o~ not the adoJllilM~ll~as a de faclgf~aoption situation 
will _be requested only in th_ose cases whe~~j~flW1~du~t adoptee ~o-tilijJffR)quire (n 
entitlement under the Indian Act through'itt;t,, adopt1vef P.ilrents 1.e. the'ipcii9ptee 
would acquire entitlement to registration as a~lll;i;iqjan, ~~ci[~1have a choice igf affiliation 
with an adoptive parent's band, or ~.~uld be e~t,W~~it~l*~'upgrade from ~ubsection 6(2) 

• to ~arag_rap~ 6(1 )_(f) (See Form 23{/;~J~gpendix G)1.1l!!ff'\he ~dop!ee·~ entitlement t? 
. regIst~atIon IS derive~ sol~ly from tn~l1~.1~.mm~irents the1s'.itij~ld~v1ts ~Ill not be re~uired. 
Also, 1f the adult adoptee .Is already r~111J.1Steregl{~nger the q1~h 1dent1ty, the adoption can 
be recorded without these affida. vits ifjth~ adop. t,w~ld9es n~tlfesult in a change to the 
adoptee's registration cateRmr.r·. '!1!1 · . 1f 1i,w 1111r11u ]t .•w 

1Hl'H'' -~;r!Ji, • 1.1pmv . 
• In the case of an adb~tion in ac't~rdance wit~ Indian custom, theBand Council 

Resolution or affis:~~li~ complet~:~jby the B~~~1Council, and the affidavits completed by 
th~ band elders, birtnH~n,d a~R1efiH!fil~~fi~Rt? ori&;,rer family members confirming the 
existence of a. cus_tom1a.ti0P.t10.ri1!1sn'oulql[also_:j,G_1<;mfirm whether or not the custom 

• ,rl!111l'11• 1111J>l)lil' •11jj11 p • • 
adoptiv~,\~flfi~O!~H~~i~~d tli~Jl~~opte~ as tlierr,,own child w_hile he or she was und~r the 
age of1rimaJOnty torlt~eiprovince'itemtory wl::iere the adoption occurred; whether the 
ado.¢.t~W1iived with th~!Jbstorii1i~optive parents, the date at which the adoptee began to 
. 1;,i:111 'HlfJ>. ·11.111i1 . . 
live w1tn!~~e custom ado~~'iY.e par~_rJ,s and whether the ~ustom adoptive parents brought 
up and s1uP,~orted the ado~tee wh1lb he or she was a minor. They should also state the 

_ date ~twh'iqtl1~1~e ~dopt~~l!i#ased to reside with and be supported by the custom • 
adoptive parents,, 1f apphcalDle. . . ; . . • 

'I 't! J • 

. . ·•iPllh,l.llllW' ·. • - . . . 
The affidavits confiq~,ijl~ whether or not the adoption was a de facto adoption sItuatIon 
will be requested in tfiose situations where the adult Indian custom adoptee will 
acquire an entitlement under the _Indian Act through the adoptive parents, as 
previously described for persons adopted as adults througb the courts as well as 
in those instances where a finding of custom adoption will determine the 
adoptee's right to inherit from an estate. 
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Northwest Territories Abqriginal Custom Ado.ption 

In the Northwest Territories, the Aboriginal Custom AdoptiQn Recognition Act became· 
law on September 30, 1995. Individuals who have adopted a child in accordance with 
aboriginal custom in the NWT can apply to a custom adoptior:-i commissioner for a 

, certificate recognizing the _adoption. This certificate will be filed in the Supreme Court of 
the NWT and once filed, it will be deemed·to be an order of the4~ourt. Adoption 
certificates are not sealed. A new registration of birth will bet1~9p~titutedfor the adoptee 
reflecting the custom adoption which will include the names~qfi'the birth and adoptive 
parents. _·· • • . .· • _ • , ·i!'lJflbllljj 't _ • 

. . . . . . . . . • . : .. • .. _ •t!t1H . lfllnti.,. • . . 
Not1f1cat1ons of ab~:mgmal custom adoptions m th~1~)lff rece1ved111*\P.~ Adoption Unit 
are treated in the same-manni9ras adoptions gfj~r,t,ea by the courts.tt~hfry cannot be 
treat~d as ~ustom adoptions under the lndia17i1~/Jf1'unless t~e India~ R~~i~lf1~r is . 
provided with the same standard of proof of1~1ilis}om adoJ)tipp that 1s requrn~aJJ.mder the 

department's custom adoption policy. 1%Jjij'il d~JW 11 

It should also_benofed that aborigip~l;jCustom adoJti~J~ are granted in the NWT in 
situ_ations where the ~doptive par~~t¥j-~t~aro1 registerg~.!Pr enlitled to be registereq as • 
I nd1ans under the Indian A_ct. -, • 1iltjlj•. llh}]Ij]ijlJ•, · • 1l.!J1jh}. . · 

• • • J ll 1, 1111· .1111) " . • .• · : I , · r 11,t . , , . 
. • -·· ·-· • ii l. • ;!1!, I ,!l•li!i,. .• 1 . • . 

When recording NWT aborii@mal custom)ador:>,tio·ds mttttiep~\dopt1on Module; Adoption 
Stores or A- List (Ado.mfl9W1R~~ji~ter), thEl1#~t~;i8¥ adoptigW{; the date the certificate was 
filed in the court .•• '4ff.g}Wark is a~~(i:f~d to thJfa~option record identifying the adoption as 
an NWT custom aiirgJ?tion .and P,rg~iding· the%~te that the custom adoption took place. 

• • ··~ti1i11 • ltipr: • 'P!ll ' • • 
1,11 • I Jif1 v i {. • 

Custom J.\Apptio~llH(i ·•11~!1,L,,,fl,tlhlllllH1lli'J}~ - _ . 
·iiillllllWulhHl!-lln ' ilf l 111 . w,1_1 • . ~ • • 

Th_~.l~ff[tl'h Act as_ ~m:~P,~_ed 1i~!"1119~5 ext~nded entitlement to _Indian ~tat~s _to incl~de 
ch1lafi~i%?dopt_e~ m_acc~ri~anc~i~\lh, lnd1an custo~. The l_nd1an Registrar 1~ required to 
responql~~!~_Pphcat1_on~ ~9Ji;~~g1strat1?n o~ the basis of Indian cust?m adoption and to -
render deql~1ons on ehg1b1l_1w, for reg1strat1on once a custom.adoption has been 

• confirmed. '1l1[]ljJ· ___ •. . • J_ijltf. . 
1 l\r - .!'11tllll . 

• Confirmati~~ll~~J~l~st~n:, Adop~ion 
. , 1l · · .· 

Customs for adoption may vary widely from place to place. Only the local community is 
competent to judge whether an adoption has taken place in accordance with the historic 
customs of that particular community .. Following consultation with several Indian bands 
representing each of the major tribal groups; it has been decided to confirm custom 
adoptions inthe following manner: 

• A~k the applicant to prov1d'e affidavits from.the natural parents, adoptive parents, 
the band council and elders qt the band stating whether they believe that the band • 
has, or had at the Hme. of the event, a custom for adoption and whether the 
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applicant was adopted in ·accordance with that custom. The affidavits should also 
indicate when the _adoption took place. (See Form 18 in Appendix G). Applicants 
n1ust have been under the age of majority at the time of adoption. No specific 
explanations of how the respondents reached their conclusions are required. If any 
of the documentation is not available, the applicant must provide an appropriate 
explanation; • • 

,., • The Indian Registrar will consider the evidence ·received to i<1etermine whether it is 
reasonable to conclude that ttie custom adoption took· pla~~l~s claimed; and 

' . • • ,11mw 

If th d • • • •• f • f.th 1· t th I d" !;~J!L:, ·11 d • e ec1s1on 1s m avour o e app 1can , e n 1arip)'-eg1strar w1 ren er a 
decision on registration in accordance with section~!b1 anl-Xlhvhe. Indian Act on the 
basis of the adoptive parent~ge. "Yhile ~he p~m~*p will be regi5.f~-~~~ under the . 
name that appears on the birth reg1strat1on11ff;'i'YJbther names by-,~~19h he or she 1s 
now known can be entered in the AL!A~!l~n~uon. f-, . '

1lll!J{l1i, 

The Adoption Module • . •ill1tjJt11,) _ ,i1l1l/~il11 
• 

1

i11l
1
• • 

, . . . . . ·llW11!l!JJi • 
An Adoption Module, a sub-mddul~jt\jth.~ Indian RJa,~tfiY System (IRS) relates to 
adoptions. This Adoption Module islR~~N{~~l?in~,pf thre~1m·1,l~ databases: the Adoption 
Stores, the A-List also known as the ~a;optio'mfRegister an~ lth,e Adoption File was 
known as the Adoption C9i~[iy,~ponden&~lif rac~,i.~iji,$x~t~rp .(.A!@TS) before June 2003. 
Prior to the co~version,1!n\j1.l~~~llR the cof.np.M1~ii.:z:ed IRS~llij!l·adoptio~ information wa~ • 
kept manually m th~n~J~'.ek Bma~r.~. (Note:j{HJp'e Black Bmders are still kept on hand m • 
the Adoption SpeGia;IJst's Office.)1 .,·_n . 'W _ . -

, 11111-m .. -·1· ' tti'h . •• 
The Ad. option. s_ t~:~rs -l111f IH mumiiill'l' . '

1
11ib· l / . • • 

,tilllfll!m11,1. 
1lllMh l1 

•
1
ll 1Ullliw· · · 

The Ado'*tibh Sf0r~'.siare alq~p,puterized record of adoptions of registered Indians. 
E ,·.Hl,:.i:.I "d I h41111J' d 't"1h' • d d • th Ad t· St h f vew,1 lf111u1v1 ua w O$;eJij op IQf;NS recor e m e op 10n ores as an ac 1ve 
recor~l;i~ the Indian R~gi_~ter ur\t{~r}_,1his/her adoptive identity. • . 

1lp111i l!IH!_· 'liJ1J' . • · · %Ht, 'lH I • • . 

The. Adoptlqni
1 
Stores contai!]. information about adoptions recorded since the> 1984 

conversion 
1
to11~~~ comput~;~j?ed system. To retrieve i~formation about adoptions 

recorded previo'.ws
1
to th_ eI·jr 984 conversion, it is necessary to. consult the Black Binders. 

·_ 'lJl1il11111m I p • 
The types of adoptio'.ljlS which are_ recorded in the Adoption Stores are_ as follows: 

i) Registered Indians adopted by Indians; 

ii) Registered Indians adopted by an Indian and a non-Indian; 

iii) Non-Indians adopted by !ndians; and 

iv) Indians, not previously registered, adopted by non-Indians and within 6 months 
of 18th birthdays or older when adoption recorded or age 16 or older when 
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adoption recorded, in the case of an adoption ·breakdown confirmed by Social 
Servic.es. • ' 

-14-. 
000013 



Adoptive Par.en~s from another Band/Group 

ln·this case: 

• the adoptee remains affiliated with his/her own band/group; 

• his/he_r existing registry page and number under the birt~1i~entity is marked 
"ln_act1ve"; • . r'JJJjil1

•
1 

h / h . . . . ·:d··. "d I .• t ,jjll.!fliLb .• h I 
• e S e IS given a new In IVI Ua reg1s ry page ~muJJ:l'tltp.: ,er In t e nata 

band/group under the adoptive name; , '4i}ill1 • _ •!tllJh; :. _ 
. . • . 1,1Hl!r• 1l1ll1t 

• no entry will appear on a_ change reportj~'.~;;t~ere is no incre~-$~lP[_ decrease to 
the band/group population; and _,·1rtj JV' · _ l~lllHij 

-1l:1fll . fl ' 1tl 
1

1'·1
11 

• . . '{'I ft ,1l1il!} ' , lJ. 
• to transfer,the adoptee to the band/grb~lll,1pf the1~agbptive parents, the adult 

adoptee or the adoptive parents of a minhttrrdttmbtain the consent of the 
adoptive parents' band CO\J~,-~A·ti• _ _ 't

111H~ll!1 • 
. !hj':lf Hl11·· ' ' li lh ,· . 

. f h d . a'· b h tl1h l!%11,. d h 1i1ih, . • • 1 t _ea ?pt1on, an oth_t e·~
1
~ppte~ll?iPiui,t_ e adq~il1

1
~~ parents' entitlement to 

reg1strat1on pre-dat_e Apnl 17, t~?5, the';~d..dptee canUbe transferred to the band 
• ·n!·1 ,Jil1•1;•j·lll·lf (t' 

of the ~dopti~e8i?if~~ts\l~pon tH~jF~q
1
u,~~t 'of _tlil$._ ~,~~It adoptee/adop~ive parents 

of a minor, w1_t~o,ut1tti'~.!consent otjW~_Jadopt1ve p~
1
rents' band council. . 

. ill'Hll;. lH!ll) t11·lili1 
· • . . • . 

,!, ··H-1 h ! lj I • 
• Registered ln'j;lians Adoptecf._1!by an lna~an and a.Non-Indian • • 

• ,4111h 1111r . 'i111, - -
I 'Ulh)1, 0111.1hJ! df!Hi!l1H:lh : 11H~ . . • . 

Th~re are_ ~
1
9iiq~

1
mm~n\1tY,

1
P.~s:pf aadpt1bJlI~W11wn1ch a reg1s.tered India~ 1s adopted by an 

Indian and:1iaJ!Nb_~:!.1• lp_
1
,1 __ d_1a_ n:l llf!iit. ,h • _ • 

. ']1 llfl I • • 1qP1· '' ,: 1Ph1 : . ,.dll-1 ii llh '. %111, • • 
i) ·i~Rii Indian ~doptih~}jp.arentij_FJ1he birth parent, and the Non-Indian stepparent is the 

otn¢r_;1a_ d_ o_ ptmg pa.rent_~l'J·_.}. 
11Jl1i1, • -'\htlt - 'll ' • 

4111!1' 't li . • ' 
• Tti~l{~~~ptee's e~jft}iflg reg·istry page and number under the birth identity are 

marke'a·as "lnact1we1'· and , 
'if lJl!J 1111nw ' • ' 

h / h . ufh1,ilu ! • . d .. d I • t d b • h. /h • e S e IS gl~flw\Ja new In IVI ua reg1s ry page an num er In IS er 
band/group under the adoptive name. 

• no eritry will appear on a change report as there is no increase or decrease to 
the band/group population. 

ii) Neither the Indian paren(or. the Non-Indian parent is a birth parent: 

• The adoptee's existing registry page and number under the birth identity is 
marked as "'Inactive"· and ' 
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• he/she is given a new individual registry page and number under his/her 
adoptive name in the natal band/group if the Indian parent is.from a different or 
same band/registry group. 

• no entry will appear on a change report as there is no increase or decrease to 
the _band/group population. 

Non-Indians Adopted by Indians· , '.. ,_r1Jflfj1r • • • 
' ' fl!lhl ' 

N I d• • • ·1 d'. t t • th • .h I I d •11t·dll ·1~) on- n 1ans can acquire n 1an s a us roug ega a ,1?P. JPn~ !ill. _ •• . 

h / h · · · · d. ·.d I • · t. • Jtw''fiflJ! b '..l lf}hh" d t· · t ' • 
• e S e IS given a new in IVI ua reg1s ry pag~ l~n~1 num er in l '•.rh~ op 1ve paren S 

band/group under the adoptive name; and 1f;il1!ll
1 ltij1il'ij, 

' lf ti l I ( l l J> 
. d1i1 ll 111 

. .. l1tJ11L 
• An entry WIii appear on a change report•~ijjt.~ere IS a?linwease to the' ~rpdlgroup 

population. '-. l!!}!tJ.'" i1tl}1J !ll I 
1.jn•1h 111 

Indian Children, Not Previousl}{l~egistered;~ 1t1,i,pted by Non-Indians AND 
Within 6 months of 18th birtHWa}~!pr:,Older WH~Yi1Adoption Recorded OR age 

iH•1 •11)("111 'llHP• 
16 or Older when Adoption Re~~r,decili~jt~e case q~.an Adoption Breakdown 
confirmed by Social ~ervices t !jj11 ;jhf1iJn11

1
. i!)]}) 

• . . 11111mmm1h1 • '.lllh~.11111! 11w I 
HH1.n)l . . . . . 

In these s1tuat1ons th,ela<fopteesj~re reg1ste~ett under their adoptive 1dent1t1es nght away 
in the Indian RegistJql~hd all add~tion inf~ti'~i~tion is added to the adoption stores. 
There is no reasd~!H~/egister th~f;ti on the Ailiist, since there is no birth information in 
the Client Services M1d5aule tol"[k1•i~~·p;jcontidenti~Yl1► • 

''lJJ1''11 111 )Jfl'•'·•lilH!11lllljljj 111 • 
. ' r!IH!ll'!u I',. .1 ,ljl t .I . • 1l1l11!l}: . 

• A fir
1
stjt1melrdg1strat1dn 1s1 created in the Client Services Module for the adoptee 

uj·~J1/'ihe ad0~\';i~

1
iderllil½;1no parental information is included; and 

,1Jl,lllii11 ·~qi!)¼ ·•11,11~1111• . 
1111! I • it)J- • 

, lij I I 11 ij t111111Jl~I II I ~ i1 
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. . . 
• An entry will appear on a change report as there is an increase to tt)e band/group 

. population. • • • 

The A-List/~doption Register 
. ..,L, 

• The A-List is a computerized record of registered Indian children adopted by Non-· 
Indians. It is a special protected Adoption Register kept s~parate from the Adoption 

• Stores and the-Indian Register to ensure confidentiality. By plaGi9g the name of a child 
on the A-List, .ah active record for _the child is cre.ated on the trf~i'~t. The child no longer 
has_ an active re~ord in ·!he Indian _Register until such ti.me1~.

1
~j:l/

1
a'~/s. he transfers from the 

A-List to the Indian Reg1ste.r.. •. • •. • • • _t!'iljJJ1l11l_fflti . • " · . 
' . . . . . I tJl i!llh, 

The A-List was firstintrqduced in 1961 and .. is n_OVfrPia!Jt of the AddRtjor Module on the· 
.IRS. At the time of the 1984 c~mver~ion to the qgJw~Lterized IRS, cMt~1U1ose-records of 
individuals active on the A-Li~t were in~lud~~liWUttie comput~rized A-ListHl\~~ference 
must be made to the Black Binders for mforrilIWtt~?n on ad_~ijf.!ims by-non-ln~11~r,s of 
persons who transferred from the A-List to the1-tmpjan Reg\$ter previous to 1'984. 

. ·" . . . . .·: ·,1,1r11l!ift1lJ1l.. • . • 
. The types ofadb~t.io~s record$d o~Jlt_;~~1t-List are a~f?IJows:., . 

. . • . • • . • . . . ~1i•11h11J1in · _. . . .1t1ith1-• · .. . 

. . ' • • i) Indian children adoptd919.y
1h61~tW81?ns; tl11![\h • • 

. ii) Indian childr~n register~~l!~nder
1~\~RJlii~TT

1
~titiJ~tladopted by non-Indians 

AND 18 y·e.ar_s}i0flage or ove.,l_w_ !_. _h_e. Jpla€iopt10njiriecorded. 
. . . . . . ' 1111!1!!•1 ill Hltf111 • fl1h1H j),1' . • ··~.

1 iW • • • 
• Indian Childr'nl)~e:iopted '>xll'Non-/ndfif_•r. s . . ' • I • • 

-.1t1! ll • . . . :l ,I) ' ,lil'1 . . . , tr . , tjJ Ii i 1 . . . .·. 
An Indian child adopt~:01py oo~H ~.<lli?!li,~c!tent~!8pes not lose Indian status or 
band/gr,qu~,rf;l;iJiation .

1 

·1l~fb~rp*tioH·~~~t!ldt*:11ai';j~pted child. is recorded on the A-Li.st. 
. The re~Hlt}·i~1:IH.1Hl!fn1h· !.t!tJijl .• • · · .. ·l V . • • . . • 

. ·• .,11111~11 . • •i,11111h 1•1l11r, • · ·. • . . . . . 
• · ,ifiti~'child's existirigl'~e,gist~i/P.age and number under the birth identity are marked as 

,,11,l!lh_.t·· "· l1l111. •lliljj; • · · · • · • na<l; 1ve · · ,11•!: i • • ,, • . .• • • • 

· • •111111111., · , \ f h. · • • • • '• · · • • . . · ·· • ··. . • · 

• The diilh1!s}b. irt.'h nam·'' Jl __ is)added to his/her.birth b~nd./group's A-List report; • •. 
' ll lli dHl1 . •. • . . • .: • • • · 

• No cross-refJ~e
1
nce

1
1i
1
·ikfbrmation is provided to identify the placement of the child; 

'''1 IIHU p·, • ., • . . ' • • 

• No entry"will app~ar on the change report since there is no actual decrease in the 
band/group population (Note: The child is on the registry groµp'.s A-List report.); and 
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• A child on the A-List is not eligible for a Certificate of Indian Status. However, the 
• child or the adoptive _parents can request that the Indian Registrar issue a letter of 

confirmation of Indian status, if one was not issued at ttie time the adoption was 
. recorded. Such a letter is often required "to enable the parents to claim the health 

care benefits the adoptee is entitled to. 

Indian Chiidren Registered under Birth Identities, Adopted by Non-Indians 
. • AND within 6 months of 18th Birthday or Older When Adoption Recorded 

· • . . . . . · · . . 11Jlill1• • 

Fo/ this .situation: . • • • . • . - ·111·.-1'llllr. I • 

• • . , ·1. ill i'l . . .· • . ., • . . . .,r!Ilq • l lli.. . 
• Adoptee's registry number is marked inactive on hisZf.i'er register page; 

• • . · · · . , 1fltfJ), v • • '~1111%-. . . 
• Adoptee's birth name is added to the A-List 1fprjnis/her birth ban

1
a/~f~oup and· 

immediately transferred from A-List and g\Yt~~j)a new registry numi:>'dr1'.ir.11. the' 
band/group ~nde~ the adoptive name; • ·tQJl1!Ji ,. 

1 
tlltJ> 1tflllJ 

• , · · t1lnt d1j1P1 1 •• 

• ~~d cross-reference information _;s ;rovided ll\1i~nf !W the placement of the adoptee; 

• • • ti l lli: !lj llll!t I l' ~ ij ll lll1i . 
• No entry will appear on the chan@le,repJ~~.iraj, ce therel)

1
sjln! o ~hange in the 

band/group population. I! 1
1
-t-

1 
:if j!}Hjpl

111 
1• Jl1• 

• . ,,r111,mn
1
. , i'l ,1111 _,, -1 li1111ul ► 

Transfer from t7~f ~~l::ist1 lj 
1
,1 ~l~ !P ' . 1 

'
1 

. 111n,tl1 • 1l1 • ti i. • 
An adoptee who arp,P,~ars on the ~"q>nfidential 7r1pst can be transferre:d to the Indian 
Register upon regu~~~lafter turb

1
i~~nei§hteen ybars of age, or-before age 18, in the 

•i!Pf• ·~•plJqt,!llj'i·l'll'1••· IHJ' 
special circum_.

1
.stances €fesc11

1
·i0ea be'l6w.! p"Yh

1

. eri'a transfer froni the A-List occurs: • 
. . , ; 11fl11H.HlHi1hll ., ··1i1tm,11.:· . .. .jlil w· . • - • • • . 
• • • Trn~{~cf'optee'Jl»!ttist reh~rd, is marked inactive;. • . 

st!lllll1 
J ' !!Ill Iii,\ ''111li!ih, ' • . - ·_ - • 

• Tti.e,ado. ptee is rem_ ov_·_~ld from~tije A-List Report; . 
\1.111t,h1. . ,· .. 'IH l· u : , . 

• . The inaiMitiual is giv,e_ 91 al new registry number in his/her band/group under the 
• d • ·il!rn, · d ' 1 u} t I • f t· · · ·11 d a opt1ve 'ftam_

1

. e __ an_ r.·o paren a in orma IOn WI appear; an 
'\111! •fJ!Ji' , .• • ' L 

N " ·11 ,Jflhi!iL l • th .h rt • th • • h • th • o entry w1 apP,~
1
~r' on e c ange repo since ere 1s no c ange in e 

band/group pop~lation. 
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Other reasons for .transfer from the A-List are: 

i) adoptee within 6 months of his/her 18th birthday; . 
1 

ii) adoption breakdown, child age 16 or older, living. independently,' formalized by a 
letter froni Social Services; 

iii) reunion with birth family, requiring a statement fromJhe birth parents. A request 
to register the adoptee under the adoptive name in the published Indian 
Register is required from the adoptive parents; iil·J · 

iv). adoptive parent becomes registered; . • 
1
dtfl!} 1} , 

v) adoptee accepted/enrolled in_ a progr~~ of study 
1
~l!P:~st-secondary level and 

~u~t apply to ba_n_d f~r funding, re_qm~rng a le~rrnlrrdq,)i,~e post-secondary 
_ rnstrtutron and·verrfrcatron that c:1pplrcat1on caniq~ly be 1n,:3de to the band .. 

' ,. • • . 11!lih . . . . Q!lflhi 
See Appendix L for the chart on. recording proced;UJ_I_ }es for the differehtl 1ad __ option types. 

• . . t'!jhW • 'lj WI. . 
• The Adoption File • • • : • .• · tlf JJ_f 1,!1_-P _. ·lJ}· • • 1lltjfl1t

1
, 

· • • · ,!itll. • iJh il' liJ 
Th~ ,Adoption File_ is th_e c~rrent Ado_ptio~ Corre~~~Ri?i**ike Tracking System (ACTS) 
whrch was re-engineered rn 2003. (r~[l~-was set upttrJir;.Jovember of 1990 to track all 
adoption- related correspondence a~;~;tdlpr

1
0,duce stati~ti~al information related to 

•PH -11 h'lr, '•'lll\ 
applicants. To locate pre-1990 corresP,onae·1:1ce1, consulN~e 1\old manual 
correspondence log kept in the filing 2~~inet ~it~1li~~ibackl~~Jfiles. See Appendix K for 
an explanation of the AClfiSJfcqdes. '4-IJf l1] if llt!1JW' lillJ1li1!Ji11· ◄ • 

dt-llt I II !11llli!i ·ti li't jJf ! 

Administration 11qf,1Funds'ifi~1r LegaJl~~·l doptees 
• ·llj w . 'I'll • '11 i 1 .l!1i,. ,-11!!J,:111-',,.. • 

1 !th . . . . 
If there are any funds1ff?f!)?dr?iPf~e~~h~9fli~~r,ff1Pl1y,J-from per capita drstrrbutrons of band 
funds, ther

1
e1ar.e1two differ:

1
ehti/approachesl1to1·11ae handling of these funds, based on 

• 1! lf1lli'l! i!lh, ., !111!1 . -, l' . 
whether11weiaaoptrv

1
e1.paremts·1are lndran or non-lndran. 

. 
1
11 iv •tj J1d111 ·,11.n"l . 

•11!1,1r
11
unds for lndi~~•1~hi1dP~n1Adopted by Indians 

Ill 111 , • 1 l!lt • ·lll!l}· • · . 

The fundsll~re administere~1
1
1in exactly the same manner as the funds of other children 

in the bandi~H~wp. • 11!

1!!j I • 
•111111 11 11 , 

I I }hi1 .,dfll. j • • 
Funds for1,lnd1an'.!Ch1ldren Adopted by Non-Indians 

'
11ll!jlJP' . 

The funds are held in trust at the.department and paid to the children on application at 
any time after they reach the age ·of majority: The exact age· of majority is the legal age 
of majority in the province or territory where they reside. 
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AGE OF MAJORITY 

Prince Edward Island 18 

Newfoundland 19 

Nova Scotia 19-
\ 

New Brunswick 19 ,11tl 

Quebec ,d11111n.1 (~~:ii• ' 
-\11li'lJI' 'I 

Ontario ,ll • 
1tr1 a 

Manitoba ):tfllllll 
11 

18 
I 

lifrtuw· 
Saskatchewan .{1· 1! i11 1ar,, tJ ,, ... 

Alberta 
''ll!JP• 

,!Hh1. 
, 11HHP' 

,,11bl~V. 

British C~}l4mbia 
''t!Hj ~! tJllW I 11\_19 

IBWllllj!lh 
Yukon Te"ndto'ryli!Hnth,. 

·-1.1~1_rt1 
l l '·. 

111alh. 
•i1r1 ··•:i;i111!11 _· 

Nprthwest T~_~fitorie$1 lhllm '◄ ill'jp illl1.:I 9 J •• • 1 

i'Hflll1'1J,, • · -~if 1f h1t11lJf w· • 'llJj·jflll•. 
ll~••. •·"· t . ·it • UFl~Y!.J 

"11 

. ,11!lil1ll
111 

_ '!!Hti . . '1lli~. . 
See Appendix M f9_n'1?dresses1rifoReg1onal '~ffpagers Responsible for Trust Accounts 
and for Payments to!.!~aopteesfilette.r::dated MaY.!2, 2001. . .... '. . . . -' . , . . . ,, ... -. - .. 

I. I n,ti, ,. . '_'1ltll l"l 1J1llW"""IJJiHHIH1m1m/ll' . . • 

ln,~1!Pi1f~ftff~~•ngl~~lc_ .,ou_ nts for l_nd1an Chlldren_Adopted By Non-
\ 

j} lnd1an~ll!h, 
1
\)Hb. . . · · 

·~11,1h~ • •;llllfl 
I. Respon~~O>le • 4llh, Function 
!!!' • • 'l!J/ -p 

' ~?-!i!~doption \_. }) Prepares notification to reporting office . 
Sp~1¢i~list/Offic~hi!-J, and Region that the individual is 

· tll1lhh_ Alllil adopted by non-Indians. 

I 

2. 
·{mur,1_ u11P .. 

Makes deposits to the account as Reg_1_on {lil -_ 
payments are due to the individual. 

3. Adoptee Requests the release of funds aft~r 
I. 18th birthday, or age of majority in _the 

province of residence. I 
4·: Adoption Specialist Prepares .authorization to Region to 

release account to the adoptee. 

5. Region Makes payment to adoptee. 
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. . . 
Withdrawals from the Adoptee's Trust Account 

/. 

Withdrawals before the,age of majorityar:e permitted in.exceptionarcircumstances, 
when it can be shown that the interests of the child will suffer if assistance is not 
provided. The delegatio11 of authority instrument 'signed by the Deputy Minister in June 
1990 delegated to regions certain Operations relating to section 52 of the Indian Act, 
including releases. of funds and appointments of guardians of the property·of minors. As 
section. 52 of the Indian Act applies to all minors, including those minors who are • 
adopted and· who have adoptees' accounts opened for them in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, Regional Directors General have signing auttJoYi{i{J'tor these operations 
in relation to minor adoptees' accounts. All expenditure r,eg10Wsts and requests for 
appoin!ments of guardia·ns on behalf ofminor adopie.~JH~~

1
9~ld be dealt with at . 

• the reg•. onal level. . : _ .... • . • . '.' ·i!H)11 
. • ·ii.l}Hj:: . . . 

· • 111a • •. q ftl}. . • 
When a· region receives a request direc:tly from.~·~j~

1
~

1
bptive parent'o~t;~e~alf of a minor 

ado~tee, the r~gio~ should _liaise with.the Ad
1
~PitiffrL Unit_ at headquart~fs!j\~1~tder t~ 

obtain appropriate.information so as to beab,I
1
~llto. acces. s t~E; appropnatel1pcp~nt in the 

region. . !JJfll?·. f1!1.·JJJ.!.!Jll· • ijJ 
I ! illh1i!HJI,· 

If you receive a request from an ac;tqP,Jiye parent ont~;et,ialf of a minor adoptee, ·send 
a letter to the applicant stating that1tt1i1~!\!e,~µest is beiriW~eferred to the appropriate 
region, where the adoptee's accountlli'.~l,~~l~l.l1~04, ~hould1{~~n provide the appropriate 
Regional Manager of Estates with a c&,~Yi. of t~~1!irc~r,ning t~.~9,est, your letter to the 
applica~t, • and i~fo~mat\~~H~?iU?i9.cting tHill~Cfi~~ht

11~'~%:~~fo!<>1
the name of the adoptee. 

As the information I~ t.~lT;jletterl~1 .. j
1 
be of a:jf8.Wif1c:ient1al nature, the letter should have 

protected status,. · ..... 11· j.j'lliV •.
1

.J111 . . ' ' l{U!> . • • . . ' ' 
<fl ji . . •1· t, . \dfi1 . . . 

F II h · 'ti th. t. .d Ji·i ... : th ·1 d,.hL M . o· . t-. t • th ·11 f d ·t ma y, w en a reqCJ~~
1
,l1s rec~~~e~111:1~1 ·' e • n 1Ri\ oneys irec ora e, • ey wI orwar 1 

to th. e Adoption. u. _nit. y~tu·1s~S1.uM18b¥~imtme1·ra·•1.e~issary informatio. ri concerning the • 
• .. lfJ''ll •• 'l 'Pillll'" '" 1f-'ll•\t 'll' 

indi_vidu~i'1~1:~~RiY1rilt,,and f~ward this and tn'e incoming request to the'appropriate 
reg1on1. ifqpJfollow-up>:.;jl!li~ '.. ..1jJl1L. . • •.~ . . .... • . . 

-11ll11l!1 
. . ·ItP jt • f ll!l1 • • . • •. • 

If a m'i~qfi adoptee was'!~}hpembet;l~t a band in one region before being adopted, but 
lives in 

1
-!H~;?;tr,er region wit~JlTiis ado'ptive _parents, requests should normally be handled 

at the regiot1n
1
, p·. lding the a·J)mropriate account. , • • . 

. 'it IW . . f ip,1 . • • , . . • . • 

Regi_on~ are t6 tt1~t,m1t~ii!~~btive on the management of moneys _belongi_ng to minors ~s 
a gu1dehrie when ~~~<A~,ssmg requests for releases of funds, or for appointments of 
guardians of the pro'p1erty of minor adoptees. However, as noted on Jhe second page 
thereof, the directive, in general, does not apply to minor adoptees. Therefore, 
questions relating to other aspects of adoptees' property will be addressed to 
headquarte~s.for direction. 

Please note that while releases of funds and appointments of guardians of the property 
of minor·adoptees· are to b~ dealt with by regions, the procedure relating to closing out 
of accounts for adoptees u·pon their application at age of m~jority rnmains the same. 
'(See the chart ori the previous page.) Thus, if an adoptee is eighteen years of age or • 
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aide~, ·requests by either the ad~ptee or the adoptive parents should be forwarded to 
the Adoption Unit so that the individu~I can be registered openly in the Indian Register 
under the adoptive identity, and the birth name removed from the protected Adoption 
Register, "A" List. Once this has been done, you should notify the Region regarding-the 
release of funds, by providing appropriate identifying information. -

. - ' ' ' . ' 

Procedures and Forms forA(lministration of Funds 
•' .. 

(Consult Appendix G for samples of forms.) 

Adults Transferri~g Off A-Lis~ . • • • . • • •. 

1
1_1J_(Jjll1 • -

- - - - - - - 1lf!j1l 

Confirm whether or not the ad~ptee is associated with _a.it_ ~~Jti1';0,and. 
- '_. -_ - 1!1 _P1J' ·! J•t-l · 

- ' - . . · • ·ij;•jiJ • 1Lh1: 
If a treaty band- • -_ -_i_t!:l·,} ,I tt1flt1,"l __ _ _ -

• - - ' ftlh11JJ Jl,M·11 
- in Form 2 use option _2 of paragraph d _ ,~1;f j!l1J • • It .tlflfh 
- use Form 33 - 111iJjjt1' , --- _ l~i}l_hl1 

' \{,l }li 1'%), - - tlll 
If not a treaty band . t1ljjll'I lf~i1i 
Verify with region whether funq!;l[~re

1
,held in truJtl_tilljl 

- 1:11~'11! ij'· l I li 
. - . . !llh. •1 HH1,.i1,, • • ii hi. 

- 1f no funds m trust - m Form 2 tys~ opt1~?-JflJ of parag,~?l?h d 
• 

111il1, • • :{nit llitHil!h 11!111> 
- yes funds in trust f-!'l'lirnFi1orm 2 useJi>ptio

1
n1

12i··of'·~ara,.,raph d 
1 _J l'llll'lh 'rtJ! ' I' j' I' '-!Ql!::,J', 

111t1w-us'eif!;l1rm 33 '1tl'il 'I J ,I.I 
i11fl11 ' - ,i-l1l1 ,t } 

Minors Trans.fi,;trin~ Qff A-./l~sts • !HI 
1ljilti 11HIH11·q fhl,l . ' Wh1i rill lhitl 1HHHin11," tfj,' 

Verify whe
1
ther funt1s1ar.e neld in frus,iarii;diif so, the amount. 

. ,nii,;q llllt" . . •,i im11 ,, ·~1n,1i1 
Venf1½

1
1~tiettien

1
,;it1s a tr;ea

1
ty band. • 

d111
1111 11 ··•-1 ,111r1

1t1 _ '{ 11 i!il . - .• 

,~B!i~unds in Trust\!~o r,Jh~II• 
''ll!llilh ' 'l!!IJ!}, 'l 1lllt, 

- in F~fl:rn 2. use_ optio~i}t1J, of paragraph d 
- . :J}tt11 - ' 11n -. - - -- -Ii h d f1 1 ,, , 

No Funds-irn1lirust, ¼es.Wreat\/ • • , 
'll!fllh --:W lilly : - ' • 

- persons do riotll~?~e to be age.of majority to receive.treaty monies -
- in Form 2 use option 3 of paragraph d . -
- use Form 38 (option 1) 

Funds in the amount of $250. or less 

- in Form 2 use option 2 of paragraph d 
- use Form 30 - C~ange of Account 924 to 911 
- for Alberta only, use Form 32~ (option 2) c_ 

I 
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,· C 

Funds·greaterthan $250 

• - in Form 2 .use option 5 of p~ragraph d 
- use Form 30 - Change of Account 9·24 to 911 · ·, 
"'. for Alberta only; use i::=orm 32A (option 1) . 

All documentation rec~ived in the directorate about individuals is sensitive and must 
therefore be treated,with·qare. This is especially true of adoption documentation. 

. . ' . . . . 

· ~-egal Adoption " .-

A key p/inciple of legal adoptio.n is that all information and documentation about the. 
adoptee's natural identity is sealed upon adoption. The only information to qe available 
to the adoptee and his/her new family is that associated-with the adoptive identity. The 

. . . - . . . . . 
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' seal on these records is opened only under exfraordinary circumstances. Most 
• jurisdictions recognize the significance of Indian status and are prepared to provide 
documentation to the department to enable it to l_ink adopted children to their natural 
identity. In turn, however, the department is expected to hold this documentation in the 
strictest confidence. This is achieved by holding adoption information in confidential 
registers that are available only to headquart~rs _staff who are respons_ible for their • 
maintenance. Other headquarters staff as well as regional, district and band staff are 
informed only of what they require from time to time to perform their duties on behalf of 
the department. Special emphasis is placed on preventing, or limiting to the minimum 
possible extent, the disclosure of information linking natural _and_l1~doptive identities. - . , 11rv,. 
0 • II ' ·11 • t f d t f' 1111.t f11 t" b t h •• /h , ccas1ona y you w1 receive a reques rom an a op ee 1priJl.~_orma 10n a ou 1s er 
natural identity. U~de~ no ~ircumstances will informatiq~l;9W n'~t~;~~J identity be provided 
to adoptees or their adoptive parents. The adoptee11rJlust be diree\~H

1
Jo the _ 

provincial/territorial agency which processed his/t,~fJ.~1doption if infot:~~iion which would 
or could lead to the location or identification of1t~~lhatural family is deii'r:

1
:e_ d. 

I • jj'· 111• • -l _liijl 

Custom Adoption • <1J1111 i11 . ·Pl!Ull• ' dio► . 

. . • -
1 ftln,11!!1'1il• • • 

Custom adoptions are normally opef1r,
11
not confidenti~l:,\1

1
and all the facts are known to 

th 'ty F th' • ,l!.llt ht. f t'll'i 1· d t' d l'k e comn:1um . . or _ 1s re~son, re~l~~t'i1,
1
\~R,s._o cus orry ;~1;?P 10n a~e one I e any 

other reg1strat1on, and not in the con~p-tent1aJh~r~~e ___ r o_ f l~,@a __ 1 adoptions._ 
·-! lj·. : J,,iJll1lllp •1Hjj1, · 

The nam~s and r~gistry .. ~wm~~rs ofth~l~yst~ai1J~~dg{i~~1R~rJhts_ wi~I ~e added !O th~ 
par~ntal information ~nR}/9nstq1ljlR_e ln?1a1~lJ~~

1
~rster recdrdl1of a_n ind1v1dual who 1s be1_ng 

registered as a resylt{qfi'custom1acfopt1onJi~lie names and registry numbers of the birth 
parents will also aP,~~ 1r in the p~!/~ntal infoi~'ation sections of the Indian Register 
record of this indivM~~I; A rerT\~f~!~ill .. ~e addJ~1ito the record to the effect that the 
individual was custoriit~1aop

1
te~ll~Kij~!~l~ifi'g!lthe

1
~:~te of the adoption. On the adoptive 

parents lrjldiaiflljffegistei1tW.8dP8s the c~s
1
toMl!~d~ptee (name and registry number) will be 

added
1
inlt~M1t1Mi\y{%'e.ctio'~{~1s

1
their adoptive-son/daughter by lhdian Custom adoption. 

0 th,! 'U·'rt1 h t lj!lltj!i· Rq
11 l!. t • d th t d t ( - d • t n .. , ej!JI paren s 'll1;11a_n e@1~

1
er recor s _ e cus om a op ee nar:ne an reg1s ry 

num~~~f~itY'ill be added~i~Hthe faffii1~f ~ection as their biological son/daughter who was 
Indian a,ij~nm adopted.11m

1 
_ *l 1 • _. _ . _ -

- · ,qifh-r1 . :lid • :. . . ., •. . . . • . 
Note: The na~e~ of the bnn parents will remain in the parental information sections of 
!he l~dian R~gi~t~r

1
r.e~~;~~l,6f an i~di~idual wh~ is already_ registered under the birt~ 

1dent1ty and whosk'.;cµ§t0m adoption 1s now being recognized. The names and registry 
numbers of the cusfBWi adoptive parents will appear ih the parental information 
sections. A remark will be added to the record to the effect that.the individual was 
custom adopted giving the date of the adoption. On the adoptive parents Indian 
Register records the custom adoptee (name and registry number) will be added in the 
family section as their adoptive son/daughter by Indian Custom adoption. On the birth 
parents Indian Register records the cus·tom adop.tee (name and registry number) will be 
added in the family section as their biological son/daughter wh9 was Indian Custom 
adopted. 
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Sources of Adoption Information· 

There are four possible sources of information confirming the adoption of Indians:· 

i) the adoptee and/or adoptive parents; 
ii) • I • 

iii) !~~;ti~~~;=~~ies; and' ,,If lfilli1
• 

iv) the division of vital statistics. f'ljih' ,
1 _ . ,1ji!i} I jti 

The Adoptee and/or Adoptive Parents • , 11ij JV ttl!lft 
1'11111). t,ilhii ' 

A • d" "d I • • t ·h th h / h .. r
1
1111:.F rt t

1
H
1
.d~ h / 'h • n m IVI ua may mqu1re as OW e er e S ei1w· j.flulan, or, as_se ~Nl,if S e IS an 

Indian and request registration. In most cas~
1
S:~ltp1e only informati<;>n thatl~~~ be 

provided is the proof of adoption. (Consult th:~iRhart on t
1
?i~t{l9llowing pag~\:f~fi the 

procedure for release of the adoption order to 'ttj~ltadoRt~e,J) In certain cases it may be 
confirmed by the adoptive parents t~~t the claim

1
td.lr~gj~tVation is based solely on 

adoption by Indians and that they ~i.\~er. ~o not wish'ltpJ;t.i,ave the child's natural ancestry 
investigated or that there is no entitf~M~bil\~rpugh thJi~;i'~h parents. In these cases a 
writt~n ~tatement t~ this effect will_ belri~~ulr~dl~mlilt!he ~a~~tt~e paren~s .. They should 
al_so ~n?_1cate the ch1l~'s pr~~,~~opt1ve n4rn:3 ~If ~1~8W.R?1!~~: thatj)Ne can ellmmat~ the 
poss1b1h~y that the ch11~.1ry;~Ml.~1I,rirady be\rg1s~ew'a. (S'llf;rjffJPrms 25 and ~SA m 
Appendix G). ·•lfil!1l•· _l

11_lt~/'1 •lllUJrill •• • ' 
If th I • t . :t!tlllhtl!' t ,l!lt1 h b"rth th,h- t f rth • f t" d e c aim o reg1~

1
ria I0n res s, ;

1
~; e I p~ri~n s, u er m orma I0n an • ~ 

documentation will ~~l~nsuirTT~i{lrng[!mRNi¥1•i ~-~C~~entation ca~not be pr~vided by either 1 

the adoptee,0~1the ador:>1t1~elparents.a'Ex~ept10,r.1s could be private adoptions, stepparent 
or blood1f~111WieWa:a0ptio~~w~nd open ad~pWbn situations. The adoptive parents may 
then bl'tH~•-prim~~!~burce gfi11i;iformation and documentation. (See Form 25 in 

App~ij~l~11;t;1, ,,1,1ij11~l Ii ·,11i,1i111uf • • • 

• 1~Jl%1111111t!!llll1l,. 
111J1, 
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.. ' ,, 

Province or Territory .Release of Adoption Orders to Adoptees 
., 

British Columbia If the aqoption occurred prior to 1968, Social Services cannot 
release the document to adoptee as the original name appears. 
As acceptable proof of adoption, individuals can obtain "To . 
Whom It May C_oncern" letters from BC Social Services 
confirming details of adoption. (Note: with the··new BC Adoption 
Act, adult adoptees born and adopted ii:ltBC may appJy to the BC 
Vital Sta~istics ~gency for a copy of t~·~1~doption Order. Payment 

. of a fee 1s required.) .. dfllh!l . 
Alberta· . • AB S . I S. . :· ·11 'd i0iiflai11!fi) d " 

OCla erv1ces WI prov_ 1 __ ,r
1
·,:,r; · e~~;,t_o,_a .. optees. 

• , 11!11 I; ·d!h1i, 
• · • • h ·•;' '1f!J!l • 

Sa~katchewan SK S .' Is • ·11111''•k,d O d l ili. • . oc1a erv1ces w1 1P,rov1 e r ers to ai::JoP,tees. 
• .dflhJli' . . 'll!Jlltk 

Manitoba 
. . . -n~11w ,. ·11m1•, 

The adoptee mtift,fir~t go to MB Social Services t0;10btain the 
'Hl'J'• •1h. •'l'l'j name of the Cour:tto1be aooroa.¢heq. . . 1,u 1 • 

• . . 'ii'!/flh ,r1f!UW' · • 
Ontario• Adult adoptees may'h~'«fOP,\ai_ljl•copies of their Adoption Orders 

from!G>IN Social Servic~'s1ev~fl if they do not know their birth 
nam•«:tM¥1~~~ ,the RegistrMt!d.ttf,doption Information,· Ontario 
Minist~!i(s~~iffhR;rvices b'~liiYiEri~ the ~elease of the Order will 

. . . ?a~se S~~l,?U~ liarmm1f,,,~_opt1on1<Bf.Hri~S issued after 1960 may ~ot 
1nd1c~te t~

4
Tt1b1rth s~~~~W.r-lfrQ,~ the1%~>no mecha~1sm under which 

.. • .. ,••-1··1m11i, ;I ~~e birth n~rnr c~~;#~Iaaa~aimim!eased. Adoption Orders will be I 

·.t11! 11Jh1 lkeleased tolc3clo.pt1ye,parents upon request. • · 

Qu~bec. ,J.1!.·1·m)W·. 
' 1Wli. 1·lilW1' • • 
A~Ri:>tee shoulpl~i[ect inquiry to the individual agency that 

<il]J 1· ' . · fim
1
,iallzed their a~8P.· t_i_on (see· Appendix C) and that_ agency will, in 

i.l•jh •. •1 Hf' •r'·H, 
. HI, Aurn,.d_ir.ect the ad.oPJee to the court that filed the document. 

. 'llf lfj • t! j1WllillllHillHHn11>. '!JlP • . 
New,B~ur,,swick ll1Htr1tll ,,

1same proce.~Nfin;as Ontc1no. 
, dlUll!ULJllilllh, '. :.tJ,11~ 

lj:/Jl,J'' ''ll1{l!jt 'l''l! 1

jf~iCertificate of Adoption will be provided by NS Social Services. 
,1. ' ,.,. ., il ·: 11 ' 

-11J 11 
!JJ' Nova Scotiai 1 ,'[}•; __ .. • , 

l. . I t .. ljt · . 'lfh~Y, will provide the adoption order directly to us for the purpose 
\ Ii 

of~~termining entitlement, or to the Secretary of State for I 

ii P!•1ll • .'tl1lil1l 
! ,h . I 1.\ immiaration purooses. 

~ 

~~m~.u~d. land • -~ • 1·1 .. ·1.·1111 NL Social Services will provide Orders to adult adoptees (age 19 
'•l)ji'· j· .. or older) or to adoptive parents of minor adoptees . . !h,. . .:l • -

"<IfPIL ffmlW' 
Prince Edwaraflsl~r;itV Application must be mad~ to the Provincial Court of PEI for the 

•1rt1W· Order. Social Services do not keep copies of Adoption Orders on ,, .. 
their files. 

·Yukon· . YK Social Services will provide a copy of the Adoption Order. 

. Northwest Territories • Confirmation only will be .. provided by NWT Social Services for 
adoptions which took place before 1982. After 1982, the Adoption 
Order can be provided. 

J 

Nunavut 
'. 
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Social Services 

Most information and documentation about adoptees is obtained from provincial/ 
territorial social services agencies. Many social service departments volunteer adoption 
information when they believe that the adopte.e is an Indian. The legislation of the 
provinces of Ontario, Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia now 
require the courts/social services Jo forward to the department all adoption orders 
affecting Indians. On June 15, 2007, a Memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
regarding adoption information was signed by Michael Wernicktl!D'eputy Minister of the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development ant!UWsley du Toit, Deputy 
Minister of the Ministry of Children_ and Family Developr,n,eg},tl~~9vince of British 
Columbia. .. • . ,,; ·l!JjjJJll • 1111111, l 

i' i!Jl•, -l thi-, 
You are already familiar with the criteria for the qJ~t~r,rilination of lnd"f~fJ1,5tatus set down 
_ by the federal Indian Act, past and present. T~

1
i*J;i~

1
a major requireme'~{lir,,your work. It 

is equally important that you understand hov!f;Jj:frovincial/tetfitorial legisi~Jion pertains 
to adoption and how the ·social service officia"fs!lpfj,each P,~my,ince/territory inl~Ppret its 
application to the department's requests for ado~J;i~

1
~1~m~umen~ation. Wit_h this 

knowledge, you can better assess t},0~ to make req.~e~ts for documentation and 
whether you should be attempting 'ti:?l1P;~fi~~rade·the pt'B~(11cial/territorial counterpart to 
provide stronger documentation in dr~j~r Mi~,\c;iblish thei~l

1
igibility of individuals to 

registration. . _ _ • .. • • 
1
.!Jf h iJ,Hf}ijjllPlhi ~.f!{flJ1• · . 

Y h Id . tti!!ltHHlliti1,. . 1/t tithi . ·'1difLi· t!11l11111,lf1t\, I t... I t . t" ou s ou recognize, a 1provmc1a em 0na_ ;au op 10n, eg1s a 10n p aces res nc ions on 
'"!>1\J' 'Wj!I - '1'1J'H;F 

the release of ~do~
1
\i;~pl informatj~p. that ~qYtl~o p_rov!nces/territories may interpret the 

sa'"!1e ~lause d1ffe~~m1y a_nd ~ha\fm~ ~rov1~c~~(ferntones are generally under no 
obligation to share 1a~t~P,t1on 1n_fi0q~.m19~ with 1tt\~ department. 

• - , .... . l{Jllh ,,,fiJ!l1l!hlJ!J11}1Hmnnuil!~HP· . . , . 
Excerpt~t\91mWml~~Jf.}at10?-ltiri~m e~c~ prov1~:rn:'.e/t~rntory are_ included in Appe~dlX A. 
WhatJ~W?.WS her~t11.~l_~4~nef~q~~~?npt1on ~f t~e. d1fferenc~s m pro~ed~re/pract1ce brought 
abqut,;~y·that leg1slat1Q"1;111Appf(1cJ<mes to md1v1dual provinces/terntones have been 
tailcim~)to respect, wh~~~½er pd§~i~Je, their interpretations of their legislation and, at the 

same fi//J~Qm~;~:ain an ~~,rb1Jl~tandard of evidence for registration 

liJ111h111~i~ 
lflt}>> _ . 
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Province 
or Territory 

British 
Columbia 

Alberta 
\ 
I 

Saskatchewan 

Manitoba 

Ontario 

Release ofldentifying Information from Social Services to the Indian 
Registr;Jr 

Ask that all information provided as a result of a personal examination. of original documents in their 
files be certified. See par. (a) of Form 5. . • ' 
Notifies the department of all adoptions of children believed to be Indian. 
BC Vital Statistics will release original birth registrations to adult adoptees (born and adopted in BC) 
- send Form 24 to adoptee if this record is reauired. .1t, 

Although section 66(4) of the Alberta Child Welfare Act apP.ea1Wirrequire the release of the actual 
birth registration (See Appendix A), you should continueJ6'i 1J8~pt confirmation of the contents of· 
the original birth registration instead. Ask that it be cer;tifi~8/Js~e1par. (a) of Form 5. 
Informs the department of all adoptions of children b~Ji~v~d to1~~li~dian. Alberta - SS reply back 
via emailpassword = PARTSAB01. .,lllL '1 %!th. 

lnfprmation on th~ child's ancestry is availa91~jff.J~;;he ·Post Adopt;~m»#!;Jjstry. See par. (e) of 
Form 5. Saskatchewan courts inform the de~~rtment of all adoptions wtiete 1the child is believed to 

, be Indian. The Director of DVS will provi~~iif/e departme,%:,vith original bi/t~iFit:~Jstrations for 
a~opted pe~sons. _For adoptees born in SK!Jjs~nd Forr;rw1·wland 13A to adopt~e/adopt. Parents if 
this record 1s required. ·llhb .1f1!1Ji., 

'. . • '•lljU!l'j'jj.iY • 
ReRuires written consent of th~J?!9ult adoptee, or·t.Q~ adoptive parents of a minor, to release 
identifying information. Will cih. ity.!ifu·atthe informatid~

1

1
ltt;,ey are releasing was obtained from a 

• H"i'1 .. ., .. ,HH... l1 'P' 
personal review of the docume?t,~. Se~JRaF.,(a) of Forrf!W-lil,f Post Adoption provides full info on both 
birth parents, finalize without inpy;t\(rom p~r~nt1f!~~ncy c.~{~IPiY Post Adoption. 
Notifies INAC of all adoptions whe

1~e1the childj,i~!believed tdl~e 1lndian. Provides notices of , 
placements of chilar,el:,:i{OJ adoptio~l~ionQ·1wli~l6ti'iUil~fi\s1birth reQistrations. 

•HfHlllllt.flJ'lll, 'lH!JtliiJJi' ·•11111 
Adoption i~f8rl½ation is ~~ld;;bY the Ct,:ilc:lf~h•s Aid Society that processed the adoption. If you do not 
know w~iR~\?8ciety officeJ~~~uld be d~t~cted, ask the Adoption Information Unit of the Ministry of 
Communjty19pd Social Se~ipes to identi~jt~e correct office (See Appendices D and B). Ask the • 
Society to'prRWRe the,Ri~t:;~X?!il:~i9Je_docu~~ri_tation, such as a Crown Wardship Order or a Natural· 
Parents ConS~r\t1~9~;~~9ptibhlform!l~1rriR-~ri.i

1
(c) of Form 5. . • 

,d.r:ifor:iris1ll'JAC o'ffc;!Jl!a.ooptions of ch'ilarenjoelieved to be Indian. i 
!i l''jjllli'li!lilljl! . ''IW'·l ' • . ' 

Quebec.' j J!.lj il~sk theni·t~J~r;ovide iijtbrmation in their files. regarding the birth parents. See paragraph (e) of Fo~m 
iljll 5. Some socf~ii~rrvicJ~1~~ntres in Quebec have not yet been asked to rel_ease identifying ' ·1 

1
1Ji· .information on

1 

JRPRtees. 
1
8,~RH!d a centre initially refuse to release identifying information to us, • .. · . 

• • 
1111irovide them witfn1a1copy of th'e Judgment of the Youth Court, District of Montreal dated January 2~, 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Prince Edward 
Island 

Newfoundland 

Yukon 

Northwest 
Territories 

• ,.li:S~3. 'HIH. · • L 
'~!IHl!1. J!ll!l • f . .di ;d • 
Willi1qt release origirial birth registration of the adoptee. Ask them to certify all in ormat1on prov1 e 
as a \-ij~ult. of a1pgtgbnal examination of oriQinal documents in their files. See par. (a) of Form 5. I • · 

·1qH!l lJjiljJ'' . • • . i 

Ask them 1tq!Rr,8vide the original birth registration or the best available alternative to confirm the ,/ 
natural identity of :the child and the names of the birth parents. See par. (d) of Form 5. I 

I 

Ask them to provide the original birth registration or the best available alternative to confirm the 
natural identity of the child and the names of the birth parents. See par (d) of Form 5. 

Requires written consent of the adult adoptee, or the adoptive parents of a minor, to release 
identifying information. Should be asked to certify all information provided as a result of a personcil 
examination of oriQinal birth documents in their files. See par. (a) of Form 5. 

Will provide INAC with original birth registrations for adopted persons. See par. (b) of Form 5. 

Will provide INAC with original birth registrations for adopted persons. See par. (b) of Form 5. 
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Nunavut 

U.S.A. & Other 
Countries 

(continued on next page) 

We have been successful in receiving replies to our Form 5 from Social Services/Courts in certain 
states. If adoption took place·in one of following States: California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 

. Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Oregon; Pennsylvania, Vermont, Wisconsin, Washington, consult 
Manager to determine what procedure to follow. If adoption too_k place in a state not on the 
preceding list, send a Form 5. to the Social Services authorities involved and provide Manager with 
a copy of the request and the reply, when received. Use Form 14 for adoptions outside of Canad.ii 
when proof of adoption has not been received. 

Adoption Agencies .' .. • • . . • . .· 4JJ(.1.Jli, · . 
• • , • • t If !j ,J • 

0 . II . f t" .d d • t . • b b t1l.iil 1~ f . . . . ccas1ona y, in ?rma 10n ~n acumen at1on must .e ~itlff,ll"il.~}tli•~om private adoption 
licensees. Adoption agencies are generally cooperatw~11ri1prov1q,1r1g these when they 
are request~d _to do so. The Ontario Ministry of c~m;rinJnity and S~qift Services, 
however, has instructed us never to approach an:ie>.ntario private lidensee for birth 
i~for~ation 0~ adopt~es sine~, after adoptio~i~:~¢1t~ken pl~ce; t~ey.~

1
mJ:~r~~luded from 

?1vulging conf1dent1al n~format1on. Our requ~~t~~for 1dent1t1mg birth inforrnm119in should 
instead be directed to the Registrar, Adoptiori'IR!~plosu~~,!R¢gister, AdoptiorhUnit, 
Central Services, 2 Bloor Street West, TORONT@~'lQN

1
1·rv11~ 1 E9. 

'l 'l lfl.i jP' 
Div:_ision of Vital Statistics'l(~~S')ljil. I 

11
t1!1t1111 

1111 
" 41 l t • I ll 

. illi ' t1ll1itt11-. 't,111'11l 
Original Pre-Adop_ tive Birth Ret~'tds of'A·i;Jo'P,(ees • ·.!1flj11 • • , 

. : --',riHJ!llmn11, . • . iq~I lh, 'tfllilllli'·111l!HH1nrtt, .. , . • . . 
The BC and SK Vital ~lffJ1st1cs1~Q~nc1es ·~1ll·l~~lease the original birth reg1strat1ons of 
adoptees in their pr~{~etoptive id~gtities dit~htly to us. In special circumstances, the 
Ontario Office of t~~j~egistrar GMneral will J~)~ase an extract or summary of the 
information contain~~ijiq_the 9,r.iglfi'cjihSe~,led bi~~legistration of an adoptee to the 
Adoption Disclosure l.'.JHiti''0f,ttil'glbfo~Wi1~1rv,rn;1.ist(y1of Community and Social Services who 

1ii1;111h •1 11ui.:1-1F • •1,,..,m11 - • . 
will in tu,r~Jir~.l.~~~~Jiiit to us-.. l{f1fie Adoption Disclosure Unit requires the written request of 
the ad19PJJ:ed pers8nlllll'l· {hll11, I ·. . • " ' • r· 

· ·illllk - . . l !l!h . t1/llh1, . . - . . . . . . 
Saskatchewan Vital Stat1st1cs w1lltretease the original birth reg1strat1ons of adoptees 
born in.

1
S~~J<atchewan to'1t~:~ lndia

1

WRegistrar upon the request of the adult adoptee or 
the adoptii~f P.arents of a ~\hor and payment of the prescribed fee. After all available 
information ti~'.~J·r,een gat~:drbd from Social Services and any necessary documentation 
on ancestors oflt~;~1~~i~Pire1

~ obtained from Vital Statistics and after this information has 
been research~d i'ri!q~partniental records, you should ask the applicant to apply for the 
adoptee's original bifth registration only if additional information on the birth parentage 
is required (i.e. Social Services has insufficient information on the birth parents or no • 
information on the birth father). (See Forms 13 and 13A in Appendix G). Over the 
years, Saskatchewan Vital Statistics has forwarded copies of original birth registrations 
of adoptees to the Indian Registrar when the adoptees, believed to be Indian, have 
written to Saskatchewan Vital Stati_stics requesting the document. Saskatchewan Vital 
Statistics has informed the requesters that the documents have been sent to us and 
that they should write to \JS requesting registration if they so wish. These documents . 
have been placed in a file folder in the bottom drawer of the clerks cabinet located in 
the Adoption Unit.· When processing applications from adopted persons born in . 
Saskatchewan al"'(ays qhe:c~ your CIDM's Doc# 831809 SK Birth.Registrations to verify 

· -29-

000028 

. I 

! 



, I 

whether the adoptee's birth registration may have)een received. 
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• Under the new BC Adoption Act which took· effect on November 4, 1966, adult adoptees . 
(age 19 or older) born and adopted in BC may apply to receive a copy of their original 
birth registrations in their birth names (including the names of any birth parents on 
record) and a copy of _their adoption orders provided a disclosure veto has not been filed. 
There is· a prescribed fee for this service. You should ask adult adoptees to apply for 

their original birth registrations only in the identical circumstances described in the 
preceding paragraph for adoptees born in Saskatchewan.· (See Form 24 in Appendix G) 

. • ' • . .. l 

. . . . • . . • . d!l}, . . • 
If a parent or both parents have filed_ disclosure vetoes with ~~;l}!l1tal Statistics, the 
applicant will receive _a copy of th~ birth registration with ~~em;,\fying information_ on the 
parent(s) blocked out. If we receive a copy of a docum~

1
'1\tlfrqf,lil1ithe adoptee with 

information blocked out or if we have any questions 
1
ati>'.~i~Winfo}tit~~i

1
on appearing on the 

doc~~ent, pleas~ refer the_ c_ase to the Manager ~~fi~~llo~-up .. ~ri~/!W111ark of BC Vital 
Stat1st1cs has ad_v1sed that 1t 1s_ not clear to her ~~mttier Vital Statist1c's11~9.uld or would not ; 
provide the Adoption Unit with .information blo __ cR~d out due ___ to a disclo~uti·e_,_v

1 
eto. 

. • ,j!ljW' • •• fl i 
. • • • • - • - 111U-'1h : . j·'ilil), . \ 1111lll• • 

. - . - 'l 1-it1 ,1 IIH \I 

• • \J01- • 1·11l•pi1 
• 

Records pertaining·to Ancestors of Adop't~~~·lfj j)l • __ • • 
• • . -•i"1l1·- . 1W11.l· •• 

. . . · . _ 'lit dll111, . illl)li. . . 
With the exception of the Pro~mce 9ti-N~~i~IR~?t1a ana ,\~frtr~vmce of O~ta~10, . 
arrangements have been put in place!j¼1th e~~fY11qther prQymc1~I and terntonal Vital 
Statistics authority across Canada for tti1e releawe:!in1eonfidMW&e to the Adoption Unit of 
birth, marriage and deat?jtecords pertaimmg toll~hti~mlrisrof ;doptees. The chart on the 
following page indicate~h~Wt~m~j?,proach

11t81cl!1lio reqJe~fjdocuments. . -
· • . • _ ,,Jfjll!W 1H!H,. •• • 'llj!jf - · · - · . 

Once y~u have d~t~:riwin_ed tha~1i~ffecord pe~~iRing to an ancestor of an -adoptee should 
be obtained to confmphe1ther u

1
,i ~ll!~i;~~g

1
~_of a 1g1rt.h parent or other ancestor of an · _ 

d t ·ty thmiih • t,JH Hiil,l,f·l-11,,hq,,_. • nP t It th D. • • • f Vt 1 
a o~ ~e o~ilRnY,~f) e1!r~m1,~pce o a,rn,;~rn'i~~~. e c., c~nsu e 1v1s1on _o_ 1 a 
Stat1st1q~!iJJ~]>JeJ1m~,~-~r Cl~ 1~:~ to d~termmetwhether this record has previously been 
requ~~\~9lor rece1ve;~!l!The(t_~pl.e will be found .under CIDM's Doc# 1199208 for: A to 

• . E, D,?iei~ 1199216 fof1~n~~ K, E>'.~~l~, 11 _99219 for L to R and poc # 1199223 for S to Z. 
When1l~RH have accesseaJ)lhe tab!.~}J .. chck on EDIT at the top of the screen and select 
"Find". 'f1~P,e the surnam~!Yipu are 'searching for in the "Find what:" box, select "Find 
N~xt" a~d

1
~~'.~n~t this acu1Wt~mtil you locate the name you are seeking or your sea_rch 

results 1nd1cat~[,~~~ namJr_iimfnot found. When_you have completed your search, click on· 

Cancel. l!1J1~lf jlj/~l ,, . . •.. • • • . 

If the record you reqJi~e has. not -previously been requested·or received, use the following 
Form letters found in Appendix G to request the reco·rd-and consult Appendix E or CIDM's 
Doc# 1133203 or http://www.pptc.gc.ca/cdn/cert.aspx?lang=eng for the names and 
addresses of the c_ontact persons for each-provincial/ter_ritorial Division of Vital Statistics: 

Form 12 to Newfoundland, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Northwest Territories and Yukon 
Form _ to Quebec - .first confirm by phone. that the record is one held by the Director 
of Civil Status • • • • • • •• 
Forms 16 and 16A to British Columbia 
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Forms 17, 17A,B,C or D to Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island. 
r 

Enter-the document request in the DVS Table alphabetically by the surname of the 
individual whose record is being requested by first accessing the correct portion of the 
CIDM's Doc# 1199208 for: A to E, Doc# 1199216 for F to K, Doc# 1199219 for L to R 
and Doc# 1199223 for S to Z. _Click in one of the cells directly below the header, to 
move your cursor. Next, click on TABLE at the top of the screen and select "Insert" and 
then "Row Above or Row Below". Type in the information about 1the individual and the 
document being requested in the appropriate cells usin~ th~.l~ij;Jr<ey to move from one 
cell to the next. When you have completed the entry, chc~1iPtqlfABLE at the top of the 
screen and select "Sort". The message "Column 1" is higlhli~lited and Ascending 

. · }}i•~tH' ,,,qih 
checked. Chck on "OK" and then save your change.~ t~Jtne TaoJ~}ll 

• • 11111, lit 1111 
Wh h I • • d f. v· I S . . ,~! UV d .ll h, d h en, t e rep y 1s receive rom 1ta tat1st1cs ,tony,~ur ocument req.~e~t, up ate t e 
Table to indicate.that either DVS had no recor0lbf

1
the event or that th~l~~cord was 

received. . . • . ,f 111w,r. . ,. .1m1, • 
1!lll!l11, -

Uh1i. ,1jill 111 

Release of Documents of Ancestors of Aclpptee;Jr.om DVS 
.• • 

1l1jl!<ii!t1' 
. . . ·ill!lnh

1
:i. . . t{l1111t. 

NOTE: Documents pertain to ancest0rs ~t1adoptees, nqtlthe adoptees 
themselves. Original b_i~h registrati_o'N~llof ~d1~afe11·~.' are -~~ilrrleased, except in 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia. 1Jih 1! tilm1~21._ 

11dh1-
. 1·11 ·, #.¥:=i:i.1:§il~jl';;;'f=:==l =====================;i 

i!1!l I ; :j!lj 1li11lit1, 
Province or Territ~

1
Wil l 1' • 11:flh} li 1 ,.,, e of Documents Ftom DVS 

i1i'lW' 111ui ·mii . 
British Colur;mtDi~ Us~!Fiorms 16+16A Special procedure in place for BC: we instruct the 

·1.11111111 at:f©Rtee/adopt parnHts how to request docs. for release directly to us as 
• 1~1 f}lt 'jl~~;~~g'uires1P.aym~K(!'.Adoptees (age19+) can apply for their original birth 

......... ,, 1 i1}11fl ',ite'1s.'s'eWlCir:8noo:•2;4,1fo ado tee if we re uire this document. 

Ill 
ljHW . • ·~mtu1 • . • I!H!h 

•ti I ' Saskatchewan'llliht, . Y.:ij~.1;yve can obtain docun:,ents ~n ancestors of adoptee~ wi_th n~me, 
l t1f'1t· . • 1101 ij com~/~te date & ~lace of b1_rth. If info does not all_a~ree ~1th info in DVS 1l'1i·, . _'1 l record, DVS requires add'I info. Use Form 12. Original birth regs. for 

' 1}}1111, •. • . adoptees will be released directly to us upon request of adoptee/parents. 
·lltljh , Send Form 13 to adoptee/adopt parents if we require this document. 

'1Jl!li·· . jj·fl Check SK-Birth Registrations in CIDM's Doc# 831809, to see if adoptee's 
'(•l ih1. ,ril ii ' birth re . alread rec'd. 

Use Forms f?-+17A.Special procedure in place for MB: we ask 
adoptee/adopt parents to provide us with a signed DVS Appl. & payment 
which we send on to DVS; doc. is released directly to us. DVS will not 
search for a birth record without full info (names of parents including 
mother's maiden name) unless other info is provided (e.g. marriage 
info).May also release original birth regs. for adoptees in special 
circumstances - see our memo Dec. 23/91. MB Social Services provide 
copies of birth registrations of children at time of placement for adoption 
(See .MB-Placement Notices in CIDM's Doc# 928599). 

(continued on next page) 
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Ontario 

( 

'. 

Quebec 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Newfoundland 

Prince Edward Island 

Yukon ,,rl!Hl 
• ,fll;';}Jllt: 

Northwest Territories J 
. ,HHHI 

Use Forms 17+17D.Special procedure in place similar to MB. Appl. form 
to be signed by Manager not applicant. Name we supply must match 
narne on record - give all variations. If events occurred between 1869-
1897 (births) and 1801-1912 (marriages) and 1869-1922 (deaths}, 
records are held at Archives of ON and available through inter-library loan. 
See letter and bulletin from Archives of ON on following pages. An extract 
of original birth reg. of adoptee may be obtained by ON Social Services 
frqm ON DVS. in special circumstance~HiNhjGh Soc. S will release to us 
upon written reauest of adoptee d!W!W 

!ll•ljV 
Since Jan 1/94, docs. are issuedi~~ltMe, Director of Civil Status. No central 

C ?Hl<J...t~ t~ j. h 

registry previous to ~hat date'. \~nw;ie rnr~fN?r first to confirm record is one ' 
held. If so, use Form . Special'proced'ur.e; in place similar to MB. . • 

• ·!lfil •11·1•11 · ,i:. ·J' • r,h 
Use Forms 17+17B.Sp¢c.ial1procedure in place;with NB similar to MB. 
Rather than issuing,,9RR!M§' of records, NB will i'J~H~1statements on 
lett_erhead. Re~u,~~i~;it6 go thru Sh~llie Stewart (50'6~!5!~;3980) or Judi 
Baird (506-453 23.8.8:L ,1hh, Jin. 

'((tUHtih. ,tll!JW' '-V 

NO. dl!ulJ 
' t lijlHJ'!JI' 

Will p~~w~~ixerification ~f ~~~~i
1
1f appearing on birth registrations of 

ancest6.r.s1of{aqqptees. Use Rorm.12. 
'1Hh ·•111liHh.. ''li!ll/i 

Use Formsh17+17d.LS.imi!arto MBi'cSltt;.JB procedure. 

'TH ··1ii1iU'I 
111YES. Send 'korm 12111 il l li1H!lh 

1i1w· 

lilllh,. '!Jil_i,
1
•11HIP' 

. Y.lfI~tSend For!')?J2. 
~1,11w-
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Letter and Bulletin from Archives of Ontario - Records at the Archives of 
Ontario as of Feb. 7195 

Letter dated February 7, 1995 to Janice McMichael, Manager. Adoption Unit, from Paul D. 
Mcllroy. Reference Archivist (Genealogical) Public Service Section of the Archives of 

·Ontario 

Thank you very much for your telephone call of 7 February 1995. Again, rTJY((~'.P.;ologies for you 
having to play telephone-tag with our system. Please find enclosed cop[~$lqfithe information 
handouts we distribute concerning the Vital Statistics registrations ahd;1Qpt~rio adoption materials 
at the Archives of Ontario. Unfortunately, in many cases, individuals{s'eeking,proof of their 
Aborigi~al Ancestry will be disappointed as.the records were nevetj8.~~~tec:f1~?i~ is_due to a 
variety of reasons. . . ·J"!t_ l •l• . ltU1fi1 . q tli i ',j l1l 
First, while we have many of the pre-1869 Marriage Regtst~}irbt the Provincial s~J}~l~fY. going 
back to the 1830s (and some to 1801 ), the Registrar GtdTWt~'I apparently never acquir~d: 1all of 
them so our collection is not complete. At present, I Rn!3,fof no surviving civil (as opposM~jtq 
religious) marriage registers before 1869 for anywhere'·nph_~_ of the __ . ~r.MHcn and Mattawa Riv'.efs. 
' ' 

11111111 .t11li1flV 
Second, during the 19th century, the lands ~fi!he North ShorJ1~r;aJ~ke Superior were originally 
under the co~trol of the Hudson's _Ba_y Cor:i;iH~R½,?i~d then the Fe}~frfi~I Government. While 
transferred piecemeal to the Provincial Gov,er,nmer:itafter 1870, Queen's Park's presence was 

'fill-, ·'"·iPH1n, '1~i~''-' 
highly tenuous at best. Long after the CNR 'rai)roadw1,,~rllt,t·-~rou. gh. in'{~~2-1884, their power still 
"ended" at the boundaries of most northern rYl~hicipalitiWJ!· ~le,ss you w~}n,a river or a tree. ,ijlll ,, i·1nH11 . ·-'tw 

, . . . ,ril!!illmm1l!1!. . . t dlh,itr!!IV ,l: \ 1!hHH11r . . '. 
Third_, this om1ss1on was,r,5i~ir,c1ally:tr~,~l\~, relat10~·.tp:tn~~First Nat1ons'a~ ~he Provincial Government 

• considered them a fed~ra.!1respons1b1h~l}(Most First,,~s3t1ons people residing on reserves dealt almost 
exclusively with the F,ed~fal, not the Pr9vi~cial, goverQ}nrnt. To a great extend, Natives were either 
exempted from most pfgvincial regulatieh~ or their affairsiwere handled for them by the local Indian Agent. 
The problem is that Ont~Hfl'.~1~it~J1~mH$.{igijj~8\iPil,~R~dt.}n~ onus of registering a birth, marriage or death 
on the familY.niM~rli~.ativesl~R~trii~~gistered

3
tne!~i,~T~).of_their_children a~ they thought it had been d~ne 

for them bY;!t~e,1rl'lr:i~1ar1;,~gent (1t1q~en was) or that the' reg1strat1on was unimportant. The latter was w1de­
spread,fe_~li~d' at a tirWe;When, b~fd{elOld Age Pension, there were no social services dependent on a 

,'llllll' 't'lli1 '11111 ' , 
perspn'l?!'.;age. i11 Pl_" 1 1d\ . • 

11! 1 t - _ \Hh *1hhi • • 
Often tH~l~n,ly record listing a' 9ihr, marr'i~g~, or death may be a church record, To locate these, the 
applicant nijeas to know the reljgion of the individuals (or, in the case of a christening, of the parents) and 
location of tti~l~y

1
ent to pin-poin,t:f~~ specific congregation records needed. To this end, we've created a 

list of the varioi'.ls/r:l
1
el_igious archii

1!Js holding Ontario material. A copy is enclosed.' 
I 11·1· 'liP! j' 

i fhh .1!hli> ' 
In most cases, the ree,9.~?l~!Rfly6ur department at the National Archives of Canada are their only source of 
documentation. Before14~irig them, we strongly recommend they read: 

• Bennett McCardle's Indian History and Claims:· A Research Handbook (Ottawa: Treaties and 
Historical Research Centre, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 1982. 2 vols.) Now out-of-

print, we state it is widely available by inter-library loan an warn them to order in both volumes. 

• Bill Russell, "Records of the Federal department of Indian Affairs at the National Archives of 
..._ Canada: A Source for Genealogical Research": it is in the process of being printed and is 
available from the author, c/o Government Archives Division, National Archives of Canada, 395 
Wellington St., Ottawa K1A 0N3., 
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(Continued on following page) 

If you have any queries or questions about the information in the material I'm sending you, please feel free 
to call me. • ' • 

ENCLOSURES ' , , . . , , • . itJjlllli ' , 

1. Ontario Vital Statistics Bulletin #5 - Records at the Archives of Ont~r,i~;~\ ~f May 1.994. 
(See pages 25 and 26). _l'.lj.lHli1llh ., 
. . . . q!UJ > q(IJn! 

Available from Manager. Adoption Unit.· • • • !'lj• •tUJ 
11lltj1lt. l 

• . . • . . . 111 1• !ill 
2. Vital Statistics fro_m The Archives of Ontario - How to_ M.a~~\a Legal Request. 11t1IIJ_I~ . 

,i1 'lj!Ji.f 'l r'l! · 
3. Sources of Religious Records i_n Ontario. :1tfl_q_ ,_ 11_

1
, 11.1}llll 

• • • {i lh . . .

1
tfi1JJl . l1t1Jl 

4. Aboriginal Sources at the Archives of Ontario. , *ll~l), ; 1 j]l jilJ • 
, ll!JPiiij ! 

5: Adoption lnform~tion: Archival and Gov~r~m_ent Sources. 1iill 11 
' 

1t1!P1Wlt1 . ~ •Pi 
Ontario Vi-tal Statistics Bulletin #5 

1
P11

1

1hll. !1TI!Hi11il 
111Jihfl 

i1 i •111n 'it! , ·q h 
1 ·l. }, n h 1!i111 

Records at the Arctiives of Ontarioias.of Mayl1994 
,1fmumnr

1
·11. . \!!Ji, -111UHP~ -~,,1H1m111, . . 

1. WHAT THE ARCHIV~~!~.OlDS~; [IJ]fr Arch1ve~l~!19"ntano hastlie Indexes (where they exist) and 
Registration Books fror:n_

11

. \tne1 Office of tn_·_e_1RegistrariJSeneral of Ontario for: • -· • ,1 Jl'/' • ••1r IJllj • 
1H1 itf • .Hi·l • 1H1h1 • •• • • 

Births: 1869-1897,l!Marriages: 180~,, 1912 Deatqs111869-1922 • 

itlt1h11 .d111m11mmnH11111 .. 
1-llli1 . 

ALL OF T~
1
~?i~

1
,~ECOR0.~lfi.~~10N MICR<D.61½~.-Hfi-nother year of records 1s annually sent to the 

Archives P.HHf!r~lr~~t~tci:i~.~ untill!~~9. have been microfilmed. The most recent transfer (1898 births, 
1913 maqrl'ia'ges, and '1,92·3, deatns); has just arrived and will be filmed late this year. 

. .illllh jl' "'i!lHjlh 1l11llh,. 
2. HOWiJ"HE MICROFILM ISMVAl~ABLlE . 

·1111111t.. . . '!H!h ·tiw} •• . • .• ·_ • 
'I. On selt,-{se _ _rvice in our Rea~_i~g Room at 77 Grenville Street; Toronto, Ontario, CANADA, open 

,.,i1,, ·lll'/ 
weekdays 8;~15~m-10:30pm ~_nq1Saturday 1 O;OOam-8:00pm. . • • . ,iua . -iH!f, · . . . · . , . • 
2. By ir:,ter-libra~llpa_n frqrtiltre Archives of Ontario to your public library (limit of 3 reels per •. 

request will be sent). ~fJti-J1l!{jiJl 1 
• • • 

l II . 
3. On loan through the'Family History Centres of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
Your local public library or Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints will have the address of 

the nearest Centre. You must visit the Centres ~s they do not accept written inquiries. 
_Telephone first to con_firm their hours. • 

3. HOW THE REGISTRATIONS ARE INDEXED 

. All registrations except marriages before 1873: There are computer-generated Indexes sorted: 
first, by surname initial; within, by year of event; lastly, alphabetically, The Indexes give: full name, 
date and place of the event, Registration Number and Registration Year. To order the correct 
microfilm of Registrations, you must have the Registration Number and Registration Year. For 
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• further details, write for our PATHFINDER "Vital Statistics Name Index.es:. An. Explanation of the RG 80 
Index Codes". 
. . . . l . . . 

Marriages 1801-June 1869: These registrations are recorded in the District Marriage Registers 
1801-1857 or the County Marriage Registers 1858-June 1869. The Registers ~nd-corresponding 
Indexes (where they exist) were filmed together. For Further details, write for our PATHFINDER 
"Marriage Return·s. for Upper Canada, Canada West and Ontario 1801-f948: A Guide for • 
Genealogical Research". 

Marriages July 1869-D_ecember 1972: As no computer-generated inde>.<e~l~ere created, the 
. Original Indexes microfilm must be ordered instead. Each Index is sorted,:rfit~t!

1
by surname initial; 

. then, grouped by County/District. The Indexes co'ntain the "Uber" or '\iqfjl(Ublume) and. "Folio" 
(page) number of the registration. •. ·_ r_· •1·1J_!Illl1l!ffh _ . • • 

. . ,1 ,l ,v 11,1111 • 
4.( WHAT WAS REC~RDED IN THE REGISTRATIONS ,ltilll!J> 

1
, ,_ , . 

1c11.iiinhi _ . 
BIRTHS: Year of birth; name; gender; father's name; ,111qWer's ry,a1den name; rar.1,~llf~ther's 

occupation; signature and residence of informant (usu1=3IIYl~irelative); accoucheur's (tne.lR~lson who 
assisted with the birth); registration date; registra.r's si~n~\~re; Countyl,D(stric;;t of registrJti~~uan 

' exact city, town or township is normally not given for tt1~!e,ar,liest ye~r
1
s~lt,J1 • . . i.1Jl 

• • ' 1ii1111, 1111t1ltf 1i1V! 
. ,d!lii11 ll j: 

'11lijj~u1nn111m1u1• . ,, 11111111111 . 

. ltlll '\'jllHip11i 1 1lll1• 
·' 1illff llHlniH!n1!' •1~111 ! 1~1111 

! !LilJ!IJ!ii, 
'/l!Ji ·11 !l ,HI 

:1t11t1V l I!' ,\Ii h, • 
'lt 111 tlf / \ llhi 

~Hljhhl 111i111Jlt j IHHUHHilt11"11i• 
1
lHJi ' 

j'1" 1lf 1· '%tj'i iJ, .,,1 11 iJlll' 
ifiillil!Hh, lll!!ltih, \l 11!11 . • • • 

·it!lllj~ I • '
111hl!11,, ' lif lijhii ~ 

·{H111 , i{ flt -1r1f!i1 

• •li;!11ro , • ~ll 
<111~1 • ,ii J1,. 

slll!n1 1t11Jlv 
''. 

1 %111Jli •• 
,fl 
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~- . . 
I • • •• 

MARRIAGES (1801-June 1869): the information recorded varies widely. See our "Marriage Returns 
for Upper Canada, Canada West and Ontario 1801-1948" PATHFINDER listed above for details. 

-MARRIAGES (July 1869-1911 ): About· both persons: Names, ages; places of residence and birth; 
marital status (bachelor or widower; spin'Ster or widow); occupations; fathers' name; mothers' maiden 
name; and religious denomination(s). About the marriage: location and ·date marriage occurred; 
witnesses' names and residences; name of clergy conducting the marriage; whether marriage was by 
issuance of marriage license or publication of banns; registrat}on date... !_l lJh> · 

• .• . 11l-1l:,i 
• DEATHS: Na~e; age; sex; religious affiliation; rank or profession; bJd,~j~'i~~e; cause of death; name 

and description of inf~rm_ant; registrar's name; date registered; Co~nW/i'Pi~t'~ict of registration. After 
1907, the place of. burial and the name of the parents were also r~~m~sted:i-ltlll111 . 

The abo~e information was requested by was not always rec&¼1ed :~ the regi~tr~ii~h. The data entered 
can be incomplete, entered on the wrong line, or incorrect<i'lifj~1bomputer-generaiMl!Wnpex omits a 
registration, order the Original lndix for that year_ • ... 

11
,

1
1/lfj!l1 

. • . 
1li!Jl11 

1 

5. WHAT SERVICES THE ARCHIVES OFFERS. (ll!l }h,11.· __ .' __ {1ti'1fjl;, ' • 
11
llit1J-

,!l ll1 l\ J·, • 
The Archives CANNOT do genealogical searches or is~~~l2e~i~h~ies. Only the Registrar General 

can issue certificates (see address below)Hjljhe Archives will1pfd8~ce a certified copy of a 
registration for legal purposes only. Each 'r~tjU~~trnust include:·1t!jlh1l 

• , '1ljh <l1q11JP'l l1J111 
I. A letter of verification from a solicitor 61:~jpiil~tilJ\it~brity ~ {i)Jijh• 

stating the mandatory nf:!3~ for the registr~tion. ,111l1Jlh!l!1llh 1 ,P' 
2. A letter from the client!jaUto'or:izing this iH~iv~dualit& act ok1ttiei~,behalf. 
3. The registration infdH-t,~ii'8ri!'.i{c1i~ the lnde~esji~quested in 'sMxtion 3 above. • 

,11lll!JW 1hilt 'lW{ - . 
The Archives will s11'.~f1~~ an index o~!Ylif the submi~~\?n states why the requester is unable to 

search the Indexes AND,I;a1range of ncwnore than 3 yeaf$,(e.g. 1890 to 1892) is requested. If a 
specific year is stated, we!'1J,

1
m_1searclfjtti~tW!'ar,,lil1llus thJi~~ar on either side. • 

;, 11vn11 :1 lM11aliHil,fjil"~• tl!HiHfUH1m11}: I \ • , • ,. '' 

_ The ArR~ik~~lijR'n~inpt cHar9~;tor this ~ervice: 1Please do not send any fees. For fu~h~H 
assistance·1dn· submittirn1ia,Legallrehue_st, please refer to a copy.of our PATHFINDER "Vital 

. 1ll•!f. 1 • 'd'lll, 'fl,Jh 
Statistics) 'from the Archive,s 'qf Ontano.,jHow to make a Legal Request". - • 

- 11l!F' • . 1 111t,,_ ; 'I!-~!1ll , - • - · • illji, . i ,1 l h. . . 
6. SAL:E '.©F. VITAL STATISTl©S MICR'OflLM • , . 

The Arc~'iv
1
''.es is presently se'llin'g only the 31 reels of Indexes, For purchasing details; write us (put 

' 1\lll • \J1•·· • 
"Attentioq\lW~ Microfilm" ,~,-~,lfpe envelope) or telephone (416) 327-1539. 

. iht!t. .fl/ f I . . • 
7, FOR MORE INF,ORMATl©N1~BOUT VS SERVICES . - . . . .. 

. ' ' 11li!!hl!HUJi' ' . ' . . ' . . • • . 
Call our 24-hour Vital\Statistics HOTLINE at (416) 327-1593 for a recorded update of this bulletin. 

Ontario and Quebec resid~nts can ca.II toll-:free weekdays 8:15am-4:15pm to 1-800-668-9933 ext. • 
1593. • • 

For Births after 1898, Marriages after 1913, Deaths after 1923, and all certificates, you must contact: 

Office of t_he Registrar General 
P.O. Box 4600 , 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
P7B 6L8 . 

Archives of Ontario·. 77 Grenville Street Unit 300 Toronto Ontario MSS 183 
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Overview of the Application Process 

The following diagram briefly describes the stages·in which an application proceeds 
through the Directorate. A flow chart o,f the adoption officer's role in the process 
appears on page 55. • • 

Ill .,rl:i h· 

ADOPTION SUPPORT 
CLERKS 

. • '\l.li!h, . ,1llm' , ' 
ADOPTl©~l?_ P __ E<D_i~l~LIST . enters data into Client Services and Adoption· ; 

. _ . ' 1itllhJJ!l}f~' •• . . Modules on the IRS for registrations, deletions, i 
iiu upQrades, downarades --

ADOPTION SUPPORT 
CLERK 

. •' ' 

'· 

updates the Adoption Module on the IRS for 
document requests, denials an.d other 
correspondence on completed files. 
Mails out all officer correspondence with copies to 

•. appropriate departmental, band or provincial 
offices 
returns file to officer or, if a completed file, PAs· 
file to Records 
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II APPLICANT. receives letter II' 
l!=::===========::::::!:::::============================:::!I, 

The Adoption Officer's Role in the Application Process 

The basic steps you should follow in researching an application or a group 'of related 
applications for registration under the Indian Act are' as follows_: ijJ 

,, l ll>· 
Exami~e the Application • . •. j1ijjJJf 1:• . . • 

, . .
1
,1!11 lj, . • "! -l! liq , l', 

Examine the application(s) carefully, t~king note of the'.l%9&ce1~flt~e inquiry, the 
information provided as to adopUon ·details, the b~

1
~ 1~jQt'the natu

1

f~!l~.~d/or adoptive 
par~nts and the ~rounds for registration. ldenti~,:iitiP'dssible, w_heth~rit?i~. applicant is 
entitled to be registered through the natural P.a_ r._1ents, the adoptive parentsi,llo. r both. 

• . • . ·l'Hl!JI' {ql • . 
•• • • • ~1- h11+, ,1),i -11lt:. 

Prepare a Family Tree (on paper and el~'d,t'ionicc!_ljlX:_''.1lri the Adoptionl;fi/e) 
• , .• . • .,. ,ijj,lll! ij~I Jw 

ll • l'' 't 
Prepare a family tree for applicant~i(ief!~,cting both 'ttti;~l '.:atural and adoptive families 
from the information provided. lnfo~~~ti~;?lrr.1~Y be add~~1pr amended as research 
progresses. Consult Appendix G for ms_ arii~l~11ifa_ mily treet[Brr,n_. 

t 111_11 '-< llJP!!Hh 14tP1"11 '.. • 
,jlij rlll'llljl••,. 1 1, . 

Do I Need Proof pfrA;~opt.ion? tl !11 · till!jJliJ 1 1Hilf!Ji!J > ' • • 

11f'itllhWil!lllll1} . . \1-u]w . :,h I ' . • - • 

In the case of ap~!in#t.i~ns from !il~~ividualsiln1~optive parents or lawyers, note w~ether 
there is p.ro~f o! aq;?R~?n. The 

17
xirtence ofa~~:gal adoption can be confirmed with one 

of the following. t,l{f11, ,111il11'lhim_ l]1l··i . 111% . . . 
bjl11, pl11l1 1

•
1•1{1JJl!JJjlJ}1· ►• '-p • • 

• .• .{jJllP_ Hll;-. • .. · I ·l1lti~l(Jl• 0·_· 11Hll1lµ• . . 1) th~,1~ttQ.J?:t1gn orderb, ih . . . · 
ii_)jj·iilM_ h~tter tri'r-R1l_"_trne ap'p

1 
r,&P,r_ia. te provincial/territorial social services agency; • · P-,, • -W;j· • ••11 'l· • - • · • 

11jl tJ • . I! lll1 lliil.h • . . 
If the 1a~P,licant has not'p~6vided'!:i~y. of these documents, you must request that they do 
so befo1~1~_0_,fu· can proce~M11··1(See F~rm 3 in App.endix G) 

•ill l' 'I· ,j . . • 
(Refer to thel~ble ~n P,abJ' 25 for information on the release of Adoption Orders • 

'IHHI), ,+!Jl.1,J' . . • • 
to adoptees by•tlie{ Qr1o_ymces/temtories). •. . 

_ ·~tq .ll!JiJJ1,· .. 
If the request for registration is received from social services, you may accept the 
request itself as proof of adoption. Further proof is not necessary. However, a written 
request for registration from the adult adoptee or the adoptive parents of a minor will be 

, required if there is no indication that the adoptee has not been returned to the • 
permanent care of social services .. 

,-39~ 
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. . 

Indian custom adoptions and de facto adoptions will be recognized in conformance with 
the accepted policies. If the request for registration ,is based on custom adoption or de 
facto adoption, the verification of Indian ancestry will also follow the steps outlined in 
this section, with the exception of reference to provincial/territorial social services and 
vital statistics divisions. (To request documents verifying the existence of a custom 
adoption or a de facto adoption, use Form 18 and Form 23, respectively, in 
Appendix G). • 

," . . . ' 

Consult the Computerized:lndian Register System (lij~) 
• ·1111111 

V ·ty f th t •• d.· I .•d. R • t s t • th1i:t!EH l • • M d I th t th en. rom e comp~ enze n l_an egIs er ys em I~ ,itl;]/•i;n~umes O U e, a e 
applicant, or any of his/her natural ancestors, or adopt1tl

1
e1paret

1
-1 ts, are already. 

,tf 'J • I' '-'~i . ' 

registered as Indians. - ' •• • , _ t!l•ji 11
.i_ • 

1!llj}jii__ _ .. • 
• . . • . ;fj'Jj ,1 1111111 

Consult the Entitlement and Adoptiop1100~1d~les 11 J ljhl 
• • . . 1d1Hl!J.P' ··ll1l111 

.· · 11.1!!' .fll• • Jdh 
Consult the Entitlement Module and the AdoptJ<P.r. Modu~ejWflere an applica111fappears. 
to be claiming entitlement to registration for thlti~st

1
tirri'~lj:1t' may be possible to locate 

• ·,1111-•lllW . 
completed applications from other f~n,:i,ily member~qeitlller natural or adoptive. If so, 
copies of pertinent research notes 1¼~~a.!H0riuments a

1f~!~9~en to attach to the application 
under consideration. This step elimr~!~t¢•~1!t~~:1P.p~sibilitl~fjpuplicating sometimes : 
lengthy research, as well as the possi~iJ!lY ~f!r~9Riri~l!~g d

1
dqHwents _already received. In 

some instances, you maY,
0
uncover relev,a'rilt mforitlat1ozy:tthat tfie applicant was unable, 

because of adoption, t0111hdlUWe1~· the almli_cafi
1

SA~ .,, 111l!i1liJ· • 
• _ !fl IV '' 11-1 h 11111!_!W • 

. . 1i1!h l 1l ilL . . 1l!n1. . . . . . 
At this point, you may1be able to; q~termme !3.~.t1tlement 1f you have already received 
confirmation of natma1

1
parent~g: ];trom socici11l:gervices and if one or both 

natural/adoptive par~
1
~,t$·,~u~,~~g'ist~r~l:t!H111111. 1UJt• 

,•ill!IJH!ill'J11i '-lj !lllilill' . . . 1•• 111
•1!. IJiJ:·_ ' 

lfij'tl(i·e1AvJ11able_ lnfo,rmat1on Is Insufficient 
Iii! W' ''llJ!ijh· • lliJjl' 

111ll101 I Uhh 11lhh J • 

On t~~jtp,~sis ?f t~e prd?fii9f ad_dpJ}M?.· an inquiry ~hould be m~de to th~ appropriate 
provmc1~l/t

1
Y.rntonal soc1a1!;~:~rv1ce a1gency to obtain or confirm rnformatron about the 

birth anc~~!f1~1of the appliG~ht. (See·Form 5 in Appendix G) In some instances, you 
will already t\1a~e, both thel~~!plicant's request and the confirmation of birth parentage 

11,f' I -•~1pl'f • 
from social serv.iees. _ 11,

1
!_1111 

''l!Jli !l d ,. 4 

• · 

To determine whichlijbcial services to.contact, refer to the adoption order. With the 
exceptlon of Ontario a_nd Quebec, eacti province/territory has one regi~try. (Consult 
Appendices B, C and D for the addresses of the provincial/territorial Social 
Services agencies, the Quebec Social Services Centres and the Children's Aid 
Societies of Ontario, respectively.) 

\. If an appiicant was adoptep in Montreal, it may be easier to telephone the three 
Montreal social services offices to determine which one should-be sent the Form 5. 

If the applicant was adopted in Toronto, it may be easier to telephone the five different 
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Toronto Children's Aid Societies to determine which one should be sent the Form 5. 

For private adoptions which took place in Ontario, send the Form 5 to the Adoption 
Information Unit.in Toronto. (See Appendix B for address). You should also contact 
the Adoption Information Unit in Toronto for the name of the Children's Aid Society 
holding the adoption file for an adoptee, when the Children's Aid Society or Societies 
you have already written to advise they have no record of the adoption. 

When Social Services Have Replied •• . frjJ'jJ{jll· • . • 
' ,t!1il ,, 

Upon receipt of the requested information, you should cqR:$ylMhe Client Services, 
Entitlement and Adoption Modules again. Look for the,atl~itidh1~1!names which may 
have been provided by social services. Add any ne. w11i~·¥Ji(mati~

1
riit~iyour family tree. 

• . il!J11> ''!iii!'· 
N.B. Information and documentation recei~ff~lfr~m Social Se~itu~~;.~~ received in 
confidence and is exempt from disclosuri,l.~nder the PfiOVisions oft~~;l:'rivacy 
Act. This information and documentationt~~f1.not bei~~!~ased to anyo'~~1 including ; i 

officers of:the Entitlement Unit. . . . . ·q!l!j!lh. ,,,·ffjffJl}' · 
· .·· . ([jjjf/ I , 

Special Records for AdoptJ .. ~~1b
1
orn in Manifo.t>ia & Saskatchewan 

·tijr'l,!i pi • '•l!frf • 
• • . , . \illh • 1HHlfun,i; • r,Jlln,, . . 

If the adoptee ~as ~Orn tn the Provmc~;qf Mar11~gR,~1l1~?nsu.1,,1m.~ file for Manitoba 
~lacement Notices In Cl,9iMi!~ll~oc # ~2~,~?ig ~~tJ?,la~mrirEr~!_Not1ce~, hard copx located 
In th~ bottom drawer ~ni~n~ibl~r~ii?a~met !~mm1nJ1Xdop~1oriHwmt. Manitoba Soc1_al 
Serv1~es regular!~ WfflW?e the A~.~~t1on u~mw1~h notices of ~lacement~ of children fo_r 
adoption along w1m1J9op1es of th!rlj~1rth reg1st~~Nons of the children. This documentation 
should be r~movedi1;iPll1 the ~~~jtb

1
b~ Place1

1
ent Notices file and added to the 

adoptee's file. 1toi11i 11i:11lhhlililhH111111il'!h·1.HJl • ' 
,llfli!llll1Jll.n11,, 1 1l!il11l1 

•
1
, •1lnl11 

If the ~~W
1
Jp,te·e Wasj

1
~Rfi~ in' tij

1
~;1~rovince·of Saskatchewan, consult the file for . 

Saskatchewan BirtH1fRe•@istratio)ms in CIDM's Doc# 831809 SK-Birth Registrations, hard 
cop'Yliqppted in the bottq'.iw,dra'W~h;~f the clerk cabinet in the Adoption Unit. 
Saska

1

td~~~an Vital Statlstips pro~itlks the Adoption Unit with copies of original birth 
registratib'o*i~f ad~ptees ~nFn t~ey rec~iv~ a re~uest for these document~ fr~m ~he 
adoptees orla•0opt1ve parents. Vital Stat1st1cs writes back to the requestor indicating 
that ~he d_o~urii~~~1~a~:i~~WR released directly to the Ado~tion Unit due to its . . 
conf1dent1ahty ana:11nd]Pftmg that the requester should wnte to us to request reg1strat1on 
if they so wish. Thi\~1!~6cumentation should be removed fr.om the Saskatchewan Birth 

. Registration file and added to the adoptee's file... • 

The CIDM's files should b.e updated to record additions or changes. (See Appendix N). 

Consult the Records 

Identify the primary records to be consulted to confirm an earlier registration of the 
applicant or his/her ancestors. This will depend upon the completeness and accuracy of 
th.e information supplied in the. application or by social services. If the information 
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• indicates a·loss of status between 1951 and 1984, the black registers for the band 
concerned should be consulted (electronic version and paper if necessary) . 

. If the loss of status occurred prior to 1951, consult the computerized Indian Register 
System for the identified band, treaty and interest paylists, census records, and pre-
1951 band lists, records of enfranchisement, the Indian women who married non­
Indians volumes, records of scrip if ?ppropriate, and membership files. If the loss of 
status occurred between 1984 and 1985, consult the computerized Indian Register 
System. Officers should bear in mind that events mai be recorded in the Indian 
Register many years after the event date. Research should begi\;l;1with .the black 
registers if the application does not contain _information on ~m#l~%unds for registration 
or for the loss of status. Photocopy the pertinent records

1
~~g~(~) from the black 

registers to attach to-the ap~lication. Where informati91~jj~i~:xtrij~W? from the paylists 
complete "Extract from Payll~t" forms. (For a com_Pifl~hens1ve h~i,!~g of the 
department's research sources, see Append_ix1liJl ,, 1ll1ll_il

1 tfll•/l \II ' '11f .j ' ' {j Iii• 

• Organize Your Findings ,(1.il fJ!✓
11 

> -_ ··qi1Jjj~1Jl·_ 
'!11 ' lj'P' {1 '!· 

• One of four situations is likely at this point: ·Ii i!11u111 ,11111!iii1 ,> '
11 

• 

·1) . d • - f illl\!.t,, • f . •it}J!,lf b . f dd·t· I h you may nee to request □ rtrn;eri:ml ormat1on'asfla as1s or a 1 1ona researc . 
' ' 'HJ!1,•11111 WJ11• ·qi lih1,) '' 

ii) you require additional docu~'~tttftid~ 1!lij1«1~rifx-en
1

tlt!~~l~nt. (See "Establishing 
Evidence" below, ~_ □,.d. the_ Divisio_m_, ofV.,i(~l!S.ta~i~1ics enart on pages 30 and 31.) 
. . • .i11llf IHI IIHH11t,_ 

1

l!Jlhri!l;!!!P1

' 

11

'.
11td!i1~ . 

iii) you have all ,tHelrequired jdocumentat1on and information to demonstrate the 
right to e9t1t Mffi'ent. Pro6~~d to regi~ter the applicant. (See page 44 "Letter of 
Authority"~)il lji, ·ff!fl'. 11!lllt 

j !11• ,fflklj!1jlifll),. li/1l1 ' 
. . '1l1Hl1 ,1!111U1,.JJ,!J l;@jl liil :~111.' ,p' . . 
1v) Y9ij!f'il~¥.pfind tha1ltfil.y,1apphcant na'~J0,0'·ent1tlement to Indian status. Prepare a 

·l~tle'f15t1a~'m1'ial. (SJ~ilP,age 50.) 

I 
111w· ., 111n1 '1Jw11 • . 

till I . lh!it.. ••11,llh,. . . . . . . 1v)1 11you may find fHij~l\~e ~PPiJl~~nt 1s already re~1stered in his/her ~atural 1dent1ty. 
l;lfake the necess~-~ steps.to have the adoption recorded. 
11:ir l I , 
dlilllli'· • , i . • 

-111n111rt~11111, 
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Establishing Evidence 

The Indian Act sets out criteria by which a person may be registered as an Indian. In 
order to confirm entitlement to Indian status, sufficient information must be received to 
permit the Indian Registrar to esta_blish a right of registration. Basically, this requires the 
establishment of a linkage with a person who is, or was, recognized as a member of a 
band or body of Indians in Canada. This linkage must be verified through birth, death or 
marriqge documents and statutory declarations. The basic prinp'i17,le is that the evidence 
must be the best that is available. 

11111
1!11111} 

I t • t f. t· f s· · 1 s · f tdAl~~t!i!it, ·h, f th b"rth t n mos ms ances con irma 10n rom oc1a erv1ces o r ,1,~nue~,}n o • e I paren s 
of an adoptee will be sufficient to verify the linkage. l~i~iwould

1 

i~'.ei
1
1:Jde Social Services 

confirmation that the birth mother was the sourced'}~jike informaticirilihri\heir records 
about the identity of the birth father. Howeve~. •iflt~e adoptee has b~~Qj'.~e_united or 
maintained contact with the birth parents a~q!(~ptitlement tc;> registration1i~H~

1
eing 

claimed through the birth father, as the bese~}}_ailable evide:mce of parentd~~) 1ask for 
•lj' IL . f!!HJlY · 'l 1 

Statutory Declarations from the birth parents cofifin;ningj:P,aternity. 
'lllj1'-,1' ·1!11' 

Wh f rth d t t. rt .,ll);,. t th b"rth iHHU!d t· t . . d en u er ocumen a 10n pe a1!i'i'i~~li,9ii. e I or1:~,
1
RP 1ve ances ry 1s require , 

contact DVS or the applicant, which'Ef~er'li~j~r?l~fopriate;lf?r;lone or more of the following: 
·,ilj1 't1t1{11ra1 ~Ii 'I' 

• • '1 l •lj! JI!! ' ~1lfh 
- long form birth registrations showi~'g1the narhe,~}(of,.riarents, when it is necessary to 

establish the naturarl1a1
ml:

1mbstr;y of ado~lteesllit\~ be1gtfgyailable substitute will be 
jlil IP .. ~,,11111,) i 11111!1qi ,,,,.-

considered whew:1~ecessaey;qj.e. wher~'jIDVS has no record of the event; ' 

• -11ill.l!!l . . llMl ·•l.1!h-
1ong form marmage cert1f1qate·s; 1111!

1
, 

'!fl n·· r l' 'l' r"' 1' ~q 'I 
'111tl111 4fill1JJli litlh1lijp1r-11 1

4 j,• 
long J,q~Tl&r~th cer:t}fi\~~tes; I ll,!J.,i!UJP 

1

_ 

iJ·I~ jjliJJL..li!jJi1'·lJ1 • ., ·twJi, · • 
jll1 ,j 1!,. UJ:n, . · f · · · h 

- nPi~pge of name ~;~~~meri}~,1~to supplement the long orm birth reg1s~rat1on w en ,; . 
1t~:~ip,ame by whicnim;y. app'lib~m wishes to appear in the Indian Register is differ~nt) 
from,Jt~~~-t on the birtn1r~cume·r.1t)'. • • 

As the Pr~~m1~~lof Queb~JJ;~sed .a different registration system, baptismal certificates 
are acceptabl~Lf¢~1~v~N~ii1tiat took place in that Province prior to January 1, 1994. • 

l11H1w11hl1 . 
(See the table Re/J~~e of Documents of Ancestors of Adoptees from DVS 
appearing on page 30. of the. manual, to determine if and how a DVS wjll release 
documents. The ta~le also identifies the form letter(s) in Appendix G to use to 
request documents) 

(For a listing of the provincial Vital Statistics Offices and their addresses, see Appendix 
E or CIDM's Doc# 1133203 or http://www.pptc.gc.ca/cdn/cert.aspx?lang=eng.) 

-43-
000042 

i 
i. 



.__J • 

Once all available documentation is received from DVS, you will be able to evaluate 
your research findings. .,, .. 

N.B. Documentation-provided to the Adoption Unit by a DVS is received in 
confidence and is exempt from disclosure under the Privacy Act.- The 
documentation and its contents cannot be released. to anyone including officers 
of the Entitlement Unit. 

• - - - i' 1l'!l11-
Eva1uate Your Research Finding_ s 

1
11J11j!i' -· jll • -

E I t hf • d" • I t" - t th •• i!llllli iffl
11
t1il; / d" A t R f t va ua e your researc in mgs m re a 10n o e prov~~1

1
~ws o -M~r n ,an c . e er o 

the present and past Ac(s when necessary. Determ}r;i;e 1i~hether 'a!!jp9cumentation 
required to establish relationships and dates of e,v1~rh~ has been retb~i"ied. If it is found 

-•-1,iiw ·-1m,1-
that the applicant had an entitlement through ~qt,~1the natural and adOJ?i!iYte parents, the 
stronger se~Jion 6 entitlement will be given.,)Jjt~·~ birth and{<;>r adoptive pai~9,ts are 
associated with a different band/group, the cHpJ~~ is giv~tiltP the adult ador>.tee or the 
adoptive parents of a minor to decide which bah~·{gro~~:;11~11register the adoptee in. At 
this point, you should prepare a de~,a_)L~heet, (seJ'm;~~ ~-:1age), and the decision letters. 

- '{lpJljill ·11,t 11 • 

• • • • •·. 
111

1i111 l!JJiiu1u11111!
1 
, , ' q~l!11

1
11.. • 

,tf h hi )Pll!n l t1l1•• 

,® ~l Im m11ijil1 i \ I i i~I I 111111111 !1 I I ii 111111 p1. 

i~111 fit' . jll li: 
1
11111, 

'(I i l' I'. 11 !l} 
''' 'l ' '' 1lll1111i1 ,,,11jiJIJl llil!llUU!!HJ111111')l1 

l,11!Jlll r M UJ111111~,. . i,1~ lili . . , • 
,,1111 l'_t_! l _ 1111!','tl, "''lljli,i 

111.11· . . u I . . l1l ili -' I jl 1! • • 
- i.lfl1'1· . - : l) 

11111 · ,j I ,j 
:11 !• H Ji 

- i in1·1--- fir~ i • 
-l llHtJl11 
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Prepare a Detail Sheet 

A detail sheet is a summary of information received from various sources. It contains 
the natural and adoptive information on the adoptee, as well as the rationale for -
entitlement or non-entitlement to Indian status. This form should be included when 
referring all cases (e.g. denials, band choice) to a peer or the '"!lanager for signature. 

DETAIL SHEET 
f. RA6005-2/adoption file n_umber 

TYPE OF ADOPTION 
Person adopted by Non-Indians (over 18) 

NAME 
Kareri Vaillancourt 
born on January 25, 1964 
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Prepare Draft Letters to the Applicant and/or Soc.ial Services. 

Prepare letters to the applicant and/or the social service agency. Also prepare a letter to 
the local reporting office responsible for the registry program if a registration is being 
authorized. • 

The Letter of Authority (Form 1) (See Appendix G) . ,,i11flli> . • • 

The letter of authority is ihe legai document which explain~lh~~lbasis for a decision to 
add to, delete from, or otherwise amend, the Indian. REr,gj~te·r:l1jl!i1i • 

• ·,l11Jl1 
. 

11!i)hi 
Use the following letter format when-an adoptee i$.1~~ing registerJ~j(~s..an Indian. 

: '· • . i11lUltll
1
, • . 11i.ljj}1

1 
r' lntroducto.rv11Section ' ' ' lJt}hlll 

' • ' ' . ' 'ilf!Hih, ,fti'!nJ> ·! idJt, 
File No: Complete the file number•l(fRf:3.000~~,~na Code) to identify where 

the registration letter will be11~1ae~cWA blind copy will be placed on 
d~ ; ~1i~Hor 

the appropri_atrrl~~9g~!ion file wit~li~tl correspondence and 
documentat1ori1re

1
ce1ved. 1rd11i1.1··r 

• 1111,

1 
·,riJilll'r . 1. i ... 

• , hi ·1 •:111t11·11 '! ·111. 
Ii 111·, i,} 11111lri l ' • ~ ~fill) 

Date of Applica~ion: ,11flli}i!1!1Hni1 
111!111,11il!JIP 

1h_H11mu: . . 
-normally you will en,lfrfiitlie dat~jfP_~ the req

1
~

1
~~t'for reg1strat1on received from an 

individual who has:t~eJlegal autn~rity to apilt 1pn behalf of the adoptee/child in care. 
- if the initial requg~t:fis received,j'ft~m some6rli'ehwho does not have the legal authority to 

•lpj•, • ,,, jlJ "'j''1 
apply on behalf of tne1

1·adoptee
1
'ifor;

1
;exai;nRle, a'1layvyer, sibling, or band official, the letter • lHlh ,.,, JilU ,q;iq, p 'ih 'l}.' 

of acknow,1~1~~~~~nt pn~\P;ffrtt~1 oy the·.A:dQ,~}jij.rirSupport C!erk will ask for a written 
statemjmtlff>?ri:lhtninftg,ult'aq_~:~!ee, adoptive paren~s o~ a minor. The date of this writte~ 
statejm~ljlt1w1II then 10,r-mens1~~r~p the date of apphcat1on. ·.. . 
- if t~fll}~tter of ackno~l,tj?:~errie~

1
~m~~lected to a_sk for the c?n_sent of the adult adoptee 

or ado-Rt!Yi~ parents of a11q]/P.Or to --i:~g1ster, you will ask for this. in the Form 4 that you 
prepare:i~;~d

1 
once receive~l,twe will accept the date of the initial request from the 

unauthorizJ'~;lt?arty as the!p~te of application. . -
- in the case '8fl~~ildren

1
Wijb1se adoptions are being arranged by private adoption 

agenc~es or li~e·~~¾nWidi~~Midate ofappl_ication will be th~ date of the request to register 
• the child received fr:qf)11:lthe legal guardians (requested in your Form 6). · . 
- if a request.to regisf~r is received from Social Services on behalf of a child in their 
care and the adoption is finalized before a decision on the child's entitlement is made, 
you will ask for the written request of the adoptive parents to register. Once this is 
received, you will enter the date of application as the _date of the initial request for 
registration .from Social Services since, at that time, they had the legal authority to 
apply.. • -
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- if notification is received from Social Services or the courts that a minor child has been 
adopted by non-Indian adoptive parents and the address of the non-Indian parents is 
unobtainable, since the child's name will be placed on the A-List, we can proceed to 
register without the written request of the adoptive parents. 
- if an application is being transferred from the Entitlement Unit because, subsequent 
to the original request, the applicant has advised that he/she was adopted through the 
courts or by Indian custom, the date of application will be the date of the initial request 
for registration if the adoption took place previous to that date. If the adoption took 
place after the date of the initial request for registration, the d~t.~J~f application will be 
the date of the applicant's letter advising us of the adoption,111nl111 • 

. .iflll!,j;, 
. f·:i 5~,f.,,. If\, • 

Date of Receipt: Enter the date that the request foni~egist.rati.on. was received. 
• • . ,; lei • '1! th 

Address: 

' .•PP fl 't.!ljil:l' 

.. • Enter the address of the d~P.~Wnental or bantj);9ff_ice responsible 
for the band with which thelapplicant will be affiliate,d. 

Name: 

Date ofBirth: 

Entitlement to 
Registration: 

,1··•1.ip "iii 1 
{"t ~ n 1~~·•11· _ · • Ail Jj,, 'll 1i1. 

: Registratiorl(F?'~rticulars,11Ji1il) . lljJJ,-
- 'lllj1!1 1111 l 

• 1 !ii· ,11ili f 
. Enter the na~~-of the registr~'.~trnpitth name, if adoptee under 

eighteen andIaa0P.ted by non.:lndians, adoptive or married name 
in all other ca~~~)!_liftl\Ut·, " IlJ!Jllh . , 

' 
1llll1, • 1H1Jri111111, 4fi!}111 

Ent~rJ~e date of1~ir,tl h of, t t~ir~:$i~trantilfl1• 

ir
1
:JHIIHHIW

111
1 

11q1h~11itJ 1,,, •1llhlJlnr• 
;mli 1 ·!11 H, ,l'.ll! i 

11I1llEhter the section unde'nwhich the person is entitled to be l ,. ii' I/ l •1•1!\ 1
\ llfi~gistere9:ilm1.~~ ~nter t~rrh~ppropriate statement(s) from the 

.g
1
to

1
ssar;YiItoI,stuP,P,prt 

1
the regIstrat1on. 

pl' l l' ) . ' li lil\illl!IJ~jl • ·•.d1iiJ!_lllJlfll!ittl~1· . 
1!111f111lhl1IH1llJIH111t! _the!1m,wstrat1on IS ~naer ~ect1on 6(1 )(a), two or three statements 

l!
'lliilt•' It, .iY'fiW norn;i

1
~1!Y be required. First, select (a) or (b). Then, select the 

•t! 11 !1 
a~pfopriat~!'.~tatem,ent(s) from (m) t_brough (r). 

1ljJj11 11j1!11 lltllJi 
,fiIH11,l If th~lfirgistrati~n is under section 6(~ )(c) through 6(1 )(~): a single 

~\ IJ!jh sele
1
~~,t~n from items (c) through (I) will normally be suff1c1ent. 

l tlllj 1l!J11, 1 1illHri,1rJf~~l registration is under sections 6(1 )(f) or 6(2), select the 
·iJj;~~propriate items from (m) through (r). p 

NOTE: At first glance, .menu items (m) through (r) may seem 
complex. The officer should, however, focus quickly on· 

_ the correct selection by considering basic questions such 
as whether the entitlement arises from the natural or 
adoptive parents, whether one or both parents are 
Indians and whether the Indian parent(s) is or are actually 
registered. 

-47- 000046 



Name added to • 
Register: • Enter the birth, adoptive or married name of the person as it 

appears on the birth registration/adoption- order/or any other 
documentation thatwas used to establish eligibility for registration .. 

Entitlement to 
Membership: 

Name, etc. 

Mother/Father: 

Co_mpfete if the registr~nt is being .added to a departmental band 
list. • rj111h•. • 

' • {!1!!1' 
,1,!f il 

Minor Children '}Ji1UJ1JI,{ 
;fl jilj ' i1l1, 

,rc\Hl :,J1f!1 
Enter the name of the minor ct,Jld:tof the a·ppJipant, the date of . 
birth and the name(s) of the,p;~t'.ents. . 

41
l:1!!t1-_'t· • 

. · • • • {l1HJi1' . · lt!!l• 
1 

E t th rt• 1 ·'tw1M·th t ·f I d. •tHHh I d. . n er e pa 1cu ars o,~j
1
Jt'i~'o er par~n , 1 n 1an 'Ofj!ORn-n 1an. . 

e.g. if non-Indian: Fath'e,r;;;:;J
1
ohn Do. e,ijis1a non-lndian.lllHh 

.· . ''i'li ! .,iuyw . ti• 

• , sj l. !l·j' Children entitled 
t9 Registration: 

, •. ' ' ' ' 
1l.1lhi1t111ll.HJil) ' ' 

• · •Jh J,,,!if · 
Enter the sect.iom_;'.1-un __ de. r which'tR'.eichild is entitled to be registered. 

• . ,prii. 'lllii . "il !I) 
•• ' . ' : .· '

11li It~ 11111lll1uiu1111 . . ' '•ttll11 'lh, ' ' Entitlement to 
Membership: Com. _P_ .lete if the reg\s_ trant. fi.~J~~ihg,.ad. d~:01to a departmental band 

listrjfHf!!H_1
11J1. 1-t!:!l·l\_ 1i

1
11 jJ! 

1 

'
1lllllj1h11t· , •.. 

fftlj Iii. 
11

1 !11l l_ ' !ht_ 111f 1 ' i!J ' 
'·-il_ipJ • , . 

1

fl ·1·f . 'ltlH __ • . -· 
-l' '! 1 f I\"!. .. 

' _lt!i ~- ' 1f , t' l h • 
,1,11j1t11 

. : , 1 Copies • . 

A f th • tii.Lt;), I tt ,i,.! t""1b" t th't'l:. M f I d" R • t t" • th copy o e reg1s ra;~<Rr, e .i~PH~ J:?l!i ~H~~P
1
• ot1,,e anager o n 1an eg1s ra 1On in e 

Regional _9P_i1~1P{ .. _I.NA6llii91tnibh the 
1
tegi~tr~pt's band or registry group is located. 

,11!l1ll1Ji!Ll.iiilhH1i,i1 11 .i}lhh • • ' ' 
1l1i.1fn_1~b Letter o#ll<fto,,nf,_"rmtft·{·P. n.(Fo_ rm 2)-See (Appendix G) ' • ' 

1i'1 11iJ! . '{ htt- 1!hn,_). . • . •· ' Pl tWh ' • 1ii l • \ ' • 
This le~F~~.,r,ormat i~ to_ bem~ed toi~pnfirm_ regist~ation to ~dop_t~e,s, adoptive parent_s o_r 
to provmb1,a11or temtonal c~·11'd care agencies which have inquired on behalf of a ch1ld-m­
care. If inq~i~loriginated ~~q,h, Social Services, consult the table on page 51 to confirm 
whe~her letter·~~:%pe s~~M~i~ectly to adoptiv~ pa~ents. ~ote that i~ the case of a minor, 
a written request1,f;rpp:1if~

1
~

1ch1ld's legal guardians 1s required to register. If the adoptee 
is age 18 or turns ~8;{p.~'ring the processing of his/her application, a written request from 
the adoptee is required to register. • 

File No. 

Introductory Section 

• ·' Complete the file number RA6OO5-2/adoption file number from 
adoptee's record in the Adoption Module to identify where the 

. confirmation letter will be placed. (See Appendix J). 
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Date of Application: Enter the date that the request for registration was originally sent 
to the department, if not included in the Introductory Paragraph. 
Do not include if person is already registered. 

Date of Receipt: 1 Enter the date that the request for registration w~s originally 
received. 

Introductory Paragraph 
- ·~· 

lndica~e whether you are acknowledging receipt of an.Applir~ii~~
1
for Registration under 

the Indian Act or a piece of correspondence. For a new reg'i;s'.V~tion, always indicate the 
date of application and date ofreceipt. If acknowledging{ }~~~'R!iPf a letter, indicate the 
nature of the request. . . ,111 ~llU l 111ll!til 

1111J1!Jl' t! 11,, 
Second Parac(t~ph ·J!ll1l111 

t'"'' ",. 11 lt r1h1lll.P, n •t ,l!h11 
This paragraph confirms the registration of tli~;lftRoptee ~ml:~J,r:nay also confitirr, band 

. membership. • . ·l•l!ljtji" , 1JitflJJ11 . • 

Th d• • "I f" th t lfitt, • • • 
1
t1lh11.~,, . t b d h 't h e wor mg. can con 1rm a •. l_.:!l~i\1::;;,,. 1s re~1s er~~,h-!s o e use w ere I a~ 

been determined that the adoptee 1s'.l~Jre~p;y0~eg1steredlµpder the natural or adoptive 
identity. Never confirm the natural ide~tiw WfiJpl\w.riting t&IW11v1~doptee or adoptive 
par~nts. If a new re~istra!!~,~

11
i~ bein~ dq;~Jirm~~~;~!w.ijy,i;j

1
sp€itify the sections of the 

Indian Act under which .t~ei1ad0P,
1
tee 1s ent1tl.e.d!11PJ' .l!j 1}fU11· 

l11·i1Jli1'"•1illl lj . 'ilJl)llilll • • 
1111-1 l • 'iHlh !lili! . 

Include ~paces fo,~1t191¢linse~ion ~inh~ Regi~lf\Y. No. ~hen confirmi_ng new registrations. 
The ~eg1~try ~o. 'sqRN},d be m~JHfJl;:?._1f the aq~R1~ee 1s already registered ~nde~ the 
adoptive 1dent1ty or_ 1f•1\Pirr1i~d~1~lTT~l!~l~Jfi~Uf&1Yi,~e~l1~te~ed under the natural 1dent1ty and 
you are ~~Wi!1~~n\~.P.1s!enflm1.~n~er the aa012t1iw1aentity. • . • . 
If the a,<;1,~p,teel1s1'.~!m'i',~or a9~Ri~ed by non-Indians, the following would apply when 
writingj.lfoithe adopte~ij'Of adOP.!ij¥,e parents: • •• • 

,11m :~ 11111h1 . l 111nh, .• . : . . 
Re·~1ster Only - Confirm tHel:adoptee 1s registered as an Indian in a Registry 

''1ll!lli11i Gt;µp in the Yukon Territory/ Northwest Territories/or Province 
'1 !lljl of IJlll • 

I 1l11 • ,11il iW 
Band List 1jj:11qji~onfirm adoptee is a member of an Indian band in the 
held in %Ji !Yukon Territory/Northwes_t Territories/or Province of __ _ 
Department • 

The last sentence of the second paragraph referring to the "A" List should only be 
included in letters addressed to Social Services or adoptive parents concerning minors 
adopted by non-Indians: 

Paragraph P 

The protest paragraph is to be used in all confirmation letters advising of a new 
registration. It is not to be included in cases where the adoptee is already registered 
under a natural or adoptive identity. Use the first option when writing to the adoptee or 
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adoptive parents. The second option is to be included when writing to social services. 

Paragraph C. 

This paragraph is ·never included in letters to adoptees or adoptive parents where the 
adoptee is a minor adopted by non-Indians. Option 1 of this paragraph is used when 
the adoptee is being registered for the first time after the band has already assumed 
control of its membership under Section 10 of the Indian Act. Option 2 is used when 
the adoptee;s registration (under the birth or adoptive identity) isjplior to the date the 
band assumed control of its membership. .1l ~!I 11 

. '. . . ilif ljl ; . , 
, Paragraph D (info on!Yi.~/J!Jll'.

1 
! {!f ljl!i • . . 

• • • 11\). t tit1!1i 
First Option to be used when it has been 

1
~;onfirmed that t~i{e1are no funds held 

in trust and no treaty for: :11ifj1\J!1' llt!liif, 
- adults and minors tr~rtS:~~rhng off "A." List 

1

il !ll1i1 

- registered in_dividuals!.~$.ri 18 and )0
1
\q~r whose ado'pt)pns are 

only now being recorded1.l1}lJ'>. 
11 
;ljjj iJ 

. . 1,!Jf 1111 }l, 
Second Option - to be used: ,11fnnnr)1 ' ' l I II hi 

- if there are fu~'dslb;eld,in trust ar1'81/.
1
or treaty monies for adults 

i,(H ,11111H1, ·,; JIil 
transferring offH'iYp" Listthllli!Hi . 'ti !Jh 

- if there are fund~]~eld in/1,n1(~tjir1i~e ar;dount of $250 or less for 
,•••llll1,,,t f .Un ff ,l~;11J/L· lt1lt ,l;J 1f · t d d rm1l'ilo~s1

1 
rans erring1·

1
0 jl!f'i'\' 1s ·amu1 ,0r persons reg1s ere un er 

l
l!fl' '11' (l '! 111 ., l•\l llJ, '<!J~ 

1!t p:a·t~r~I 'i~frntities w~i?ii~re 18 years of age (~ut not the age o_f 

ltll jV'maJonty in glace of r:e~Jdence) whose adoptions are now being 
't t!i il record~p

1
r.ff Ji 11i.{ll;,

11 
• • . 

P11j nl! 11 H'j~il'I !l.,,1 11. l Ii {l\H11lll ll!.h!J1Wmr1,-qjl 
Third Opt}C?il'."IHfl'llH" to 'b~lM~~~ wherff it-'1ITT~~f1~een confir~ed th~t there are no funds 

dj'l1!l'11!!H, Ii !-l!!ll1il:l
1 
eld in11tr1Jst but there are treaty monies owing for: -1. I. 111! [' •!1l t 

I,, ,! j 
1•,11l1irrinors'itr~nsferring off "A" List ! 

•1!j.f 1
1 

- •q-~gistef~~I• i!ildividuals age 18 but not the age of majority whose J . 
il I i,1. ,1 I 111'1 I 
l J !IJ11l, a~~utions'a,rie only now being recorded. 

F h Q i l.!lh, b.. !·. It d f . d . d" "d I th f • "t h ourt pt10Rl!i!- to e.1~~,e or reg1stere in 1v1 ua s over e age o maJon y w ose (ltll! ad~1~liphs are now being recorded. 

' I !}111,1!!llll
11 

Fifth Option - 1toJoe used when funds held in trust are greater than $250 for 
~inors transferring off "A" List and for registered individuals age 18 
(but not age of majority in place of residence) whose adoptions are 
now being recorded. . 

• Paragraph E & F 

These pa~agraphs are to be used whenever the adoptee is 18 years of age or older· and 
in the case of persons adopted by Indians when age 13 or older. 

Paragraph F should be used alone for adoptees under age 13 who are adopted by 
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Indians. 

Paragraph G 

Include this paragraph in letters concerning minors adopted by non-Indians. Complete a 
"TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN" letter (Form 11 ). 

. . . Paragraph H 
• 11 • • ,d1h1 

Use this paragraph when the adoptee is residing in Cana~~i-!li~lF 

If confirming a new registra.tion, the Health _Canad~ ad
1
9f~~s,' ~-fili!R, the case of the NWT 

or Nunavut, the address of Health and Social Serv1ces1ot the G0~
1
ernment of these 

territories. Territory will appear as a c.c. at the bqttp
1r;t,· of the letteYlM~~ept when the 

adoptee is a minor adopted by non-Indians or w'lieh1\he province of
1

t~'.~'idence is M.B. or 
B C (M B B C M d. I S . I A!ll Ii' • • f lfl!:f•.,. t· . . . . or . . . e 1ca erv1ces no ong~~lf~qu1res copies o our con,;1,rma 10n 
letters.) For the NWT and Nunavut, two ad{jifl~.r;ial c.c.~,rr,~1included - a c1.f~llto the 
Registration Specialist in lnuvik and to the Regi~fial MaifiJger NWT/Nunavut in Ottawa. 

•!I.Ii/' ,IJ!l,/1' 

If the new registration concerns a "1i.Qor adopted DY.lR'?fiL:lndians or if responding to a 
request for a Registry No./ status o~~~,lffp

1
~ an adoptee\¼no is already registered on an 

"A" List, or if the registrant resides i~IB!©ll~rn1vide the fUlljaddress for Health 
Canada/NWT or Nunavut Health c:rndlsocia'1'1s.eivl ic~s in 'M~llb6dy of the paragraph. 

'll{t ' 11 Jllfil• ,, !llh 
(See Appendix F or CIDM's Doc# 1133p 83 or http1l/,www.hc-1sc.gc.ca/home-
accueil/contact/fnih-spnitr8:mr:~eog.php '.)lllji-111Jl1iiv ''IJ!!!Hll111 

1
1jflJiW'" -•q

1111111i 
11 ililt1 

• jl111 ! . 1'111 Copies 1!,11 r · it 11· • ·m!'l· · 
Wh f• • ihh. • t,i(lt•:1 "' 1f'" • 111

" 1
' d t d b I d" th I tt en con irmmg a n~*!~~g!~intVR.'il.l,~,Gl~i:'~1!~0fj~a op e y non- n ,ans, ese e ers 

will not be
1
q;>P,i~d ~o Hea,lfhifi~nada/NWTTH!?n~unavut Health and Social Services. 

, ,
1
,11J111ll11i11111m,1i 1111i11-. _ • - -.· - . 

All ~,n~fJ types of lett~t~ifodfif~~i;~g new reg~s_tration_s may be copi~d to H~alt~ 
Canb;?i~(NWT and Nun~rMt HeaJti~1\~nd Social Services. If the registrant lives In the 
NWT drjlNunavut, copiesl'ate sent'to'Health and Social Services of either the 
Governn'l1~~t,9f the NWT ~:~hhe Government of Nimavut and copies are sent to the 
Registratioh'lSP,ecialist in 1ir,iH~ik and the Regional Manager .NWT/Nunavut in Ottawa. If 
the registrant

1
f~~ides in1~

1
ijlhr BC, it _should be noted that MB or BC Medical Services 

Branch no long~tllfi~fl!i~jrflcopies of our confirmation letters as their offices have view­
only access to the 0!j1=mt Services Module. 

The word "Protected B" should be added on top of the letter when writing to the 
adoptive parents of a minor child who has been placed on the "A" List. 
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PROVINCE OR SHOULD CONFIRMATION CORRESPONDENCE GO 
TERRITORY· DIRECTLY TO ADOPTIVE PARENTS? 

-
British Columbia 

I 

YES 
Confirmed by Glenna Enns, May 10/90. 

Alberta YES-
-Confirmed by Marion Friesen Nov. ·a19.Q., ' 

. !1l!IW . 
Saskatchewan • YES • . . . . . ij1i1J;l1 

• 
1111 LI , 

Only upon receipt of Form M fr_omi~egistrar of the Court, send copy 
.. ,,,q 11 ,tuh 

· to Mr. Andres. Otherwise ser.Ri~lFQ~mj~ to Mr. Andres only and 
enclose a Form 2 for him tqJorward toithe adoptive parents. 
Confirmed by Mr. Andre.s:letti·r dated bW6ll~;~/90. 

,, Manitoba No • - - i1r1il!illW' ·•111Hli11i 
We CANNOT cor,res

1
pbnd directly with adoptive·p~rents if they have 

( not made cont~«t:With us (Oct. .~;1!.90): Send a Fgrrnl~lo Social 
Services and eMJR~Tl a Forr11:17(tf;-be forwarded to th~ adoptive 
paren~s. We can wf.l\f;tf? t~~lpj(al FS Agency that notifies us of 
adoption. • • 1h1H1li!fi1J . • . 

I ,il1%j • '*Wlji, . 
Ontario YESJl!t!1 IH1n1 , , · ·{1,hlh, 

Conf[f;'!T;J.~d· 6¥.{{J;fR}Re Oct. 31if~P}lff we do not have the address send a 
Form 'e)t~ Social:;§~!;¾ip~s and1~ptlose a Form 2 to be forwarded to 

. adoptive) p~rents .. :!il!iilHni,,_ ltJij; • 

Quebec 
• , 11Hjll{11 
,dil!Ufi ·ll }lN/A \ 

'lHj1· dl'_iW' 
·l ,h1di1il -• 

11t1 lllH!lti· 
.:fJJH!F . ·•j':_i-j'. '\ l_'j l_JJ' . t•l -~\ .. 0!-1 • 

New Bru_n,sx,:~1< 'fES, l+!IJ.. . . . 
··1'tlj<I Id II ·'·t'11 t f S • IS •• C f' 'db N d ·,Uh1•1 · _ j .. ffOU a ev1a.~1~, s ep or oc1a erv1ces. on 1rme y orman e. 

"!jj 1)1 , HBoµdr~au Dec. ¼}gp_ Ji. .. ~. 
' • 'ljijl _.' H ·1'lHJJn11m111'·11ll.i11i1_-. ~ _·11w • • • • . ·!Ill,. "'Ill' 

11.~ov_1a1 Sc __ ot1a • { ;·1
1
_,

1
'! nl YES • • •. i .!hn, . • • 

I • ' ll • j l• • ' / 1 

Confirmed t>J~Udv Jackson Dec. 6/90. ,11i!ldil1diuilfllh, t! Iii, 
,djll!W' ''' 1ll!ilh. ''!flii 

if!jlH_ ;Prince Edward'l~}and· '
1
•1 

. llil, 1!!1lh. 
JJsend a Form 8 to Social Services and enclose a Form 2 to be 
1lf~fwarded to adoptive parents. . • 

'illl'f t 'l'l·l li 
'!f'!r' . . • 1'· 

l,J!llhl, Yukon l. If adoptee is under 18, Social Services only should communicate with i.lj, 
the. adoptive parents. If over 18, we may write directly to the adoptive 

'li!iHl f·l __ ·_' 

• i!! ili. J. 
H~ parents. Confirmed by Maxine Kehoe Dec.4/90. 

'l\iHh /Hjljl' 
Northwestl,i[~rritoriesJi_ YES 

lllijl!1j'HW' Confirmed by Mary Beauchamp Nov. 20/90. She will try to provide the 
,ltl-I address whenever possible. •, 

Letter of Denial· 
' ' • '. ' 

When.an officer has determined that an applicant is not entitled to registration as an . 
Indian, a letter must be sent to the individual or his/her agent clearly stating the reasons 
for the denial. This letter must also advise the applicant of his/her right to protest. 
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Submit Completed File to Peer/Manager for Approval 

Submit the letter(s) in final form, along with the detail sheet, application and research . 
materials, to peer and if necessary, to Manager for approval. 

NOTE: Whenever an action is taken on a file, enter the appropriate changes to the 
·electronic file in the.Adoption module and copy an,update for the file. 

• . l 

The following standards have beem agreed upon for files presEr.pt~d for signature/peer 
review and for those ·files retained at officers' work stationsi;1i'i'ijliW 

. : 1.!1{ J 
,11rn1,j,l.1, 

1. Correspondence, etc. ,11t
1
ji!il11

'' 1illj1h1 •! ·l1 I ld• 
' 'l ,J 'l/rlf l ' 

• all incoming and outgoing correspondence, r~q~fiag of telepho~
1
eiJq9p_versatio~s and 

e-mail are to be placed on the file spike __ in
1
~0~o/-hb1ogical order. Ehv,~}i?ipes and 

enclosures are to be stapled to the incorx,,ioglborresponqence. If a pi~t~, of 
correspondence is more than one page, tfi~lr;,

1
ages ar.ellt~;be stapled tog1~ther. 

• ' • . "{i!l1hl . !illi iY . • ' ., 
. rt t d t t" . b fl "ct' ·t· 'hll!hlh,,ij!tH!l ► •• • t th' ff" d • 1mpo an acumen a 10n 1s to Er_jli•a_ gge. w1 PqftJ\ s to ass1s e o 1cers an 

• 11 I · ,lj,iPJ1• 1JW11 
revl·ewers 111 

1
,1'!111,, ll,1Ph · 

,, j~ 'lt4J JIJh, \l1ll1t1·· 
• . • .. ' 1 .r!l-· 11l1nH1i1, t l 1ii. . . . . 

• memoranda rec~r~mg the co~tent'l~fh~ny tel~fi
1
T.?iR,~ con~~f~at1o~s with applicants 

and others pertaining ,~fl,!1~tf1le are t?ijib,e p_li~!~~~1t~rnt~tf11e11as th1s_.forms part of the 
permanent record.,1l~wl~ir:m'.~m'1?randa ~:H~fh7i~1s1gnedll~pd dat~d with th~_year 
included. No pe. rl~-P_ ~,al comrl\1_1·~

1

-Pits not r~l,.y,V·.\ ant to the processing of the f1I~ are to be 
included. 111J lJ'" . · Ill ' 1tm1- . . • • 

• t,!ff l • i p . 111t1 : 
.-1 , 

1 
!!ll1,. • ct .fiH11 t' H'J.i',t·· · f"I ' Lk t b • • d f th f"I 1 "th th • e-ma1 messages ·r~,~~!~~

1
; :lf~,-~&;t

1
Rl'~l li~. ase o e cop1e or e I e a ong w1 e 

repl.ie·. S-i1!jl1Bjll!.1ijl· • • . <iJw111i1l1t_ l_JJ·. .. ~:lh!JlH!lW' ' -• • • . . . . . , 
11!llil 1.!J i 11 11111 1 1 11 , . . • . 

,riLU,· · . ·l! fnJi, · 1 t.!11 · . ·· - • ' 
2. Research • •!fiHli! 11ll1l\i • . . • 

•llf@i, ':ilj !j11. ,t 1{% .' . _· . '. . . ·-. 
• curr~R~,Flient Servic~~~l!~ntit1Jn:1

1
ent and Adoption Module pages are to be included 

and out<tlated versions 'aiscarded if not relevant to the file. Clearly indicate the 
relation;'~iP,lto the appli8Mnt of individuals whose Client Service Module or black 
register pa~

1
~~ip,re if:\f14~~d. These individuals should also be added to the family 

tree. . 1itht'1Hj'l!ij!l1 • • . • • 
• 11! ill · . . 

. "{,,t • • • . . 

• all pertinent correspondence and documentation from other. files are to be added to 
the file being processing as each file must stand on its own. Ensure. that the source 
of all correspondence and documents i~ marked e.g. from File A 1.234 - John Smith, _ 

. applicant's brother. Do not include extraneous information e,g.-if applicant has three 
brothers whose entitlem_ent was established in the exact same manner, include 
information-from one, ~rother's file, not all three. • 

• relevant correspondence and documentation from related files shciuld be 
photbcopie~ as files are ·to be returned to t_he Records Room on the same day 
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_ unless they have been charged out. 

3. Checklist 

• • a checklist is to be completed for every file processed. Indicate on the checklist all 
the names, dates of birth and bands searched in the Enquiries Module; Register, 
File and Adoption Enquiries, etc. If the paylists have been searched unsuccessfully, 
indicate which bands, names with variations, and dates. It is not necessary to print 
copies of your system searches to add to the file. . • fljffl1·, 

• JI 1 '' 
4. Detail Sheet and Family ~ree • il'i!I. / .. 

·,· , , il.il ;l 1 1 'l1 
. • . . · . .dfl)Jl t{~i!h 

• a detail sheet and a family tree are to be compl~t~difdr everyifi!~.. !he detail sheet 
must indicate the rationale for the decision anpf'.a!So the basis fBn11the_ identification ·of 

·, , 1·l Phl ' rn, 
parents and other ancestors. In the case ofi19~~tom adoption, the (ll1~t~il sheet . 
should summarize all the evidence recei~e~_!1_P . , '11i!tiJ1!1 

. • ' 
11l!lh, ' 1W1il• 'it Ill· .. 

5. Letters_ for Signature . . • - •
11li!llh [. (jl11l J!I • ,J 

· · ·11Hijl l t 
• the introductory paragraph of th,i}i~~yf of confirr½1~tjbn (Form 2) is to refer to the 

most recent piece of correspond~?·de!~etv,i.,een the ·~w~licant and the Unit.· Indicate 
the Date of Application and Date 'M,l_iR!-1 edMl~Jl~tt-lthe to~1M~b1· .. t hand corner of the letter. 

. q. ~;ij!,lnp,, ''l1jl> • 
. . .,,rt>~,,- •i!llt ,1!f!ilt'• i\llllll1,,. l) 

• • small st1ck1es are to 0,e p
1
laced -on the.ilettershwhere:r,eg1stry numbers are to be 

inserted. - . _•lfliljPW ,, intli!~f1!li' ·llljl_ll·jj}l"." . ·••.1~· • - • 

,1H1 . 1'· ·ll ~ HI\ • 
• files su_bmitted'.;f~fll~!gnature

11
;9:m~~ining a ~~i~ 16 or ~7 .- requests for documents 

fr?m Vital Stat1stie~lii1~_re)il~mi\,~!%~1n1?-~~ tfJ1f1le specifying exa~tly what document 
will be_re

1
que_1sted·a.ndlm

1

-

1
c_,

1

1~ding all1vanat11b.ns1 of names and spellings. 
1111lif1J!!11lllilljlll'iih,. • lj U11~;, ' ·••11 111', . , . . . 

• WR1Y~jzyping date~11n,lyou·r ~R.~respondence, do not include a "O" before a single-d1g1t 
daYi

1
·!: For example/~rite JariliarY 1, 1998 not January 01, 1998. . 

'lt l1l1!11i • l!lf~t ' •1q11~· • -
• the lett~-~~

11
!or signature ~te. to be placed loosely in the file in~ide the _flaps of ~he_ 

appropriatei
1
envelopesJ lJnhe booklet, You Wanted to Know, 1s to be inserted inside 

the large -~~*~lppe i~imJch the small enve_lope containing the letter of confirmation 
will be placedl1attthe}time of mail-out (Form 2). . . 

, '.
1il!!fliJ p· ' ' 

• c.c.s of the registration letters going to the Regional Managers of Indian Registration 
are always to be placed in envelopes. The envelope may be partially addressed with 
a sticky placed on the envelope indicating that it should go with the bulk mail. 

• when typing envelopes or labels for envelopes, the line in the address to a First 
Nation indicating Attention: (name of Indian Registry Administrator). is to follow 
the line indicating the· name of the First Nation. It should be in bold type and 
underlined. - • • 
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6. The Adoption File Record 

• the Adoption File record is to be stapled to the left inside cover of the file with the 
appropriate coding instructions. 

7. Routing Slip 

• the appropriate routing slip is to be stapled to the top of the front file cover. Fill in 
the date the file is passed to the Manager/your peer for revi~Wi1followed by your 
initials. The Routing Slips can be found in CIDM's Doc.~! ii1fij33533. . 

11,i l ; 

8. Peer Verification • ,i(!1l'j;!Jf 1Jh lJH11
1 

• 

·111 ' 'lHjil • 
. , t ·I 1lh1 

• files received for peer verification are to be rey;i~~~d within fiv~1~
1
~yF of receipt. If 

the file is a priority it is to be reviewed wit~ii11n~IHburs. 
11llli!lj!1•11 

• revisions are to be made with a red ink p~~ land there .s·~
1
'o_uld be eithef'~i:nritten or 

J ., •!!h ,1 !l P' ,1· 
verbal explanation to the originating officer f~fjtl:le s.~g~_ested changes. 

_· ,ii , 'f'lll111ii11tw • . • . 
• . 1111 1p11 . 1,tj )\ • 

• {It 1,l!lltH1i 1l!l». • 
• ' ill1i . ~nn!lllit1·1,· ,111~111· J - • 
. • . ·Wii • I j HliHllp·1 (l · J, 

• ·., ·1111ummmn1 '. • •11111h 1tlf J'i' th!tnP· 
Hi 1k I !·i1. lij-f 

til'J l I; i ·) 

•il1ll1iih • •t!f' ! j!:. 1·· . ,, lll11i 
. . llil!11 .. i11t!J1i 1l. H!l llllffHJri,,fi ,11,1 ) 

!
'lj1·l1llllllHIIIIH11111h· • c_,11_ mt~:,. . :,iHJt j;I 

,, I ' I 11ll'1 • lil hl 

,,1111 1•• %!}'1•1• l,~f1!11l1·11 , •. 
,lnpi, tf h, d} - • • 

1111

tt1111 , . ,;lj l 
~l!111t11ttll!l~11 
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Chart of Adoption Entitlement'Process 
(See next page)· 
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Review incoming • 
inquiry and begin 
family tree 

'. 

Conduct IRS searches 
based _o·n info provided 

Is request from adoptee or • 
parents? · 

' I. \ 

Yes No • 

Is Adoption Order • 
included and consent 
to Social Services? .. 

Request consent of 
adoptee/parents and 
consent to Social 
Services. 

Info/doc received 

Conduct research to establish if 
natal parent( s) & adoptive parent( s) 1 

regd or entd - complete family . 
tree, research checklist, detail sheet 

Is further info/doc , 
needed? 

• l 

No Yes 

Reply received and 
fuctber research . 

Write to DVS (FORMS 12, 
. 13, 16, 17,24) or to Social: 

('----·--- ·--•·---' ' c-on~ucted . "000056 



Priorities 

Applications which are designated educational, medical, .age, req~estfor ancestral 
letter (blood quantum) or ministerial priorities, and new correspondence received in the 
Unit concerning applicants whose applications have been completed, or last worked on, 

• by officers who have left the Adoption Unit are assigned on a rotational basis to the 
officers of the Unit as they require a more immediate treatmen~d}~ertain children in 
car~ inquiries (desc_ribed bel?w) are als? granted a pri?rity m~~}1~ent an~ will be 
assigned on,a rotational basis to the officers of the l.Jnit. ,il;~e!;o,ff1cer assigned should 
integrate these.fil~swith their_existing priority.workloa1--liliW'rl 11m11.·: . 

. . . .. . . 'o, i I'}, 
Children-In-Care · • . • • i.frHll!'l • 10l!!th • · · 

• . • . • ,111 lw · l11lJ1 
•• . • . • ~1!.!. · · ·· 'I 11l1. 

The term "children-in-care" ~ef~rs to chil~re:~f4,~8 ~ave.b~~R relinqui~~edJji;~t~ the care 
of, or apprehended by, provincial or temtona1l~'1>.9,1al Se:1,1~r,S authorities or,i:j?, 
temporary or permanent basis. . . • . • lfljt1ll'l ·J'jllj!JJl . . 

. . • . • t. !111 I lJ . . • . , . ·• . l, ., l•f • 
, • I • ;hl1,.. , l.i~· !11; · 

Th~ Non-lnsu~ed Health Bene!its (~Ji~,~~li~togram_ ~f'~rrf}th Canada pr~vides to 
registered lnd1a_ns a~d recognized ln~11t_an~llj!~191~_hvmg ml!~i~~ada, a hm1ted ra_n~e _of 
goods and services 1f they are not ava1l~ble t~riqug9 pther'~m,ate, federal, provincial or 
territorial insurance plans _and all eligibril,ify'., crite,~i_~j)~li,~~t.,pri~llexception to this is • 

h·1d h • • th .,,rnw,,, h'ld lfir,. ·''t'n' ·t· '·;•l1111J11 • c I ren w o are in e1jc_ar1ef01111,c _, we ar.e_ 1au . on 1es.,1 __ 1' • 
• • . , I ·1v •• ••• .iig . . 1.iw·11w • • • ., . 

. •. . dr11l1 l . . 1t11i11 tmb. . . . . 
Ch1ldr_en in ~he C~frrWf a child w1!f~re auth~rJ~ are excluded from rece1vm~ Nl~B 
benef1_ts Uh~II the~·a!~rrll~o long~ri!Ir!:cl~~:-Th1s.!t~1~ased_ on the Nl~B Co-ordination of 
Benefit Polley which ·1~lm1pl~cel;!Oli'ilsurelthat -~,J:HB will not provide or pay for health . . 

. . rri.11 .. -,,mt• . llm HllH1-11 ... , . -. . . . . . 
services fo1il1lnu1t..and reg1s.tereo lnd1anstw.Her.e·such services are available to provincial· 
or territw.11*i '~~~lH~~lft1 ~_n_clMnl9.m,er fed~ral, pr?vincial _or territorial. he§llth plans or other -
pro~~ftlJil'.l For ch1lcfr:~m~,~ cir~l.\?ita First Nation~ Child an? Family Service ~F~CFSA) _ • 
agene;~llor other estabhslaed ch1lt;:t:w41ielfare authority, the child welfare authority 1s to 
access1~rlh1~stablished _ ait~~~ativ1trlf6grams to which the child has an established . 
eligibility 1t{;1Hich would.incluilte provincial programs.· . . • 

. • _'l!l)fl i'!- · irm .• • . • . - . ..· . . · • · . 

In B~itish Colu~.ti~i. O~f~'.~t~t M~nitoba an? the USA, the.legisla~i?n r~quires -~ha_t before 
a c~1ld can be pl~1~TI1H~~r~1adopt1on_, the child's band must ~e not1f1ed. 1f the ch1_ld 1~ 
entitled to be reg1st~r;~d as an Indian. The band has the right to get 1pvolved in the 
adoption planning of the child. In the Province of Alberta, a decision on eligibility to 
Indian status must be made prior to going to the· courts. 

·\ 
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The Adoption Unit will process requests for the verification of entitlement to Indian 
status of children-in-care referred by a provincial, territorial or U.S. Social Services 

• office only if it is indicated that adoption is in the child's immediate future or if there is a 
request that the registration be handled confidentially. If there is no indication that 
adoption planning has begun, the letter should be returned to the Social ·services office 
with the instruction to address their inquiry to the appropriate Regional Office of INAC. 
If Social Services is applying for registration of the child and no rnention is made of • 
adoption nor is it indicated that the registration should be handled confidentially, the 
application should be transferred to. the Entitlement Unit. A•lf !Jlr • 

1dj1))!i• 
All requests for confirmation of the entitlement to reg.~~(r~·,ion under the Indian 
Act of children in care which originate from Nadia •~l~~'.a'a·~4~P,ecial Needs 
Planner, Adoption Services Centre, West EdmonJpn:Jor froml:~:011e Scully, 
Program Supervisor, Adoption Services, Centr:~lWest; Edmoritbhf require priority 
processing by the Adoption Unit as that o~~W,J~i6ne is responsi°ti!~W?r the Alberta 
adoption program. (Refer to Forms 6 to 10tifiiy\'ppendix G) See the ctia'it11on the next 
page for an overview of the children:-in-care

1
bi~titlement P. __ rl'8,des_s. ''lltl)ti 

• '•!ll'l ·tlj l).!' ' ' 
• . . 'lil h ,t!Hjl > • '. • . 

Placement Notices received from Manitoba SociJ1tser1J)i1ces will continue to be handled 
by the Adoption Unit as the childre~l~_::~y.e

1
been pla~i9jt

1
0_-

1
_r adoption._ 

• 'll1}i _·llhl}lh . ,1 !·It· . • ,!ttr ' 1-11111- ,. L h • · · l • \ '•It · •l1 1-i !J 
• j r 141_n11lh1 . ,:•!ljh 

• . . t{I l I PldJjl'i;,. t., J!1' 

!l'_:1ll!illlfilllfi.1h1 ,ij*l1d1_1·1JJJl i ~hll!Iii!Ji, 
. }i111P. 'il1lt • 11 m1, . 

i1iil Ji.I' • Jll . l(f i111:1 I • . 

lh,I f 11 L, \ 11, 
ll1 f j liJ l .. 1h ~ ·1~· 

. . ... •
1!1!j1M ·1!1'll" l.t,d!!1l!l111J1111r 9iV . 

. f1d_f r111Hnm111m11·i·l · .. 1111ijm: l J; l ui, .. . 
·l I }li 'i,! \ ~11, ij, . . . 

-rl!!II }'.' ,i {fi(fjl) · , 1~il~j!ih • · 
1 iltfr~ 

1 
• 11.I 1 

1 
• ill!? 

';;Iii•;, . ·_. \·J. ;J· • 'lfl ·1 • tl!P!i •. , . • 
%i · ,1 J 

• ,,lY111111,1111ll~l • 
'l{\lj;i, 

'I 
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Chart of Entitlement Process - Children in Care 

Flow 

(See next page) • 
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Foster Care Individuals 

Occasionally, you will be asked to determine the entitlement to registration of 
individuals who were in foster care. The individuals may or may not possess a copy of 
their birth registration with the names of the parents and may have no information to 
provide on their ancestry. Consult the chart on the following page to advise the 
individual whether their birth record can be released to them by Social Services/ 
Division of Vital Statistics. If the document is not available to the !m~)¥.idual, or if once · 
received, the information is insufficient to determine entitlemer)t,\jtfl'.~

1
application should 

be ~~ndle~ in the ~doption Unit and ?ocial Services/D'(S ~~R;Yi(~l,~,7 appro~ctied _for 
add1t1onal information or documentation. If foster care inq,1;-i1~,ualsl\k',?pw their family 
background and can supply a copy of their birth registr?tic:Jril\he ap~IJ~li),tion can be 
transferred to the Entitlement Unit for processing. 'iJuJll!·1

' 11u11111 , 

If t f • t t" • • t f .,d1J1H1 • k b h1111ifh' t' • a reques or reg1s ra 10n ongina es rom a socia services wor er on e a io, a minor 
placed in foster care, clarify who has the legal ~D~~Wity to n;~·y~st registratio'mqp behalf 
of the child as the legal guardian(s). • 11llJ11

1
; .', ij!'lljJil;1 

• ·l 1j,,1··11, l '1, u 

·!i! ijl!lllljJp Ul 

11 

lllP 
!jlh iH,01upill,' '

1llii1ii 
' 'llll /i11lil:Ji111l 11D>· 

. tl'1m1Jmm1,11J, . 
1
1l~

1
'll (

1

.11111!1
11
• • 

1
••1ininll' 

1l 
1j,1ll· Ii 'l \ 1' I ,1·111·1J,.P ~ l I l j II , 

'1 i1 ') • l j lll •,ijr1 1f r l{ 

. . . • • tl1il111-.. 1

1

11!\~il. Hii!IRD11iJ111•,. ,,} 

I!
11iljlll1!11'j1h11 . '•t1jiljj iJl· • •• UihHv 

Ill jil, l ll!f lt· , 'l llh 
•l1 •. .,. l,1il1'j•· . itl.11·1, 'II' J 1·1 !j• ill f. ,j 11 · ',ii· !h. . • 'i1!ll11 

• lj • '1 '{jl·i 11
1 ,1 

~· .llr . • l. • .. 11··.. • l I ll. • • 11 I . t ,1 ·, 

I.I Jljt • ' . !l'Jl) • l l\ • t· i t 
• • ll11J1111 ·... · 1•f11l11Jl1 ! 

. • (1lf JiJ'tl p 
. HJ 
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Province or Territory Foster Care Children Release of Documents 

British Columbia If over the age of 18 and the parents have not signed a form to 
keep their identity confidential, DVS will release the long form 
birth registration to the individual. 

Alberta 
.,. 

A foster person can write to the Post Adoption Registry ~~-d the 
Registry will write to DVS for the birth registration on their 

" • l 1 
I behalf. They will not give the names of1ttielparents. Fee $15 to 

~ fl , , t!d 

the foster care person. Confirmed .bV.\Wendv Dec. 3/90. 
•llllll!!' 

Saskatchewan 
'Lr• r~ 1 t 

Must contact Social Services)_~l,l)ey;a9;~ot know the parents 
names. Social Services will qRnta1ct t11J1R~rrnts to see if they 
wish thei_r names releasedi.1 If they do not,l:So<;;ial Services will 

' ,: "} t '- "\' 1 ~-' 

haye DVS do a searc~}9:r,>1h'e document onlq~h.?lf of the foster 
pers?n and forwar9 1i~Mi)tnis office. There is nol~9a~ge for this. 
Confirmed by Mr.:•Anores Dec. 3/90. 11!H11:. 

,JpHW t • ''ffl 11·1 . ·,.;p;l1 . 1 l t h. 
Manitoba Donna Dickson hasjadv1sed thatla)p·erson who has been m 

foster care can get1.ii{birth docW-i:Wnt directly from DVS'. If the 
""l!, (illllV 

person does not know1tlie;~arpes of the parents he/she should 
cont~¢t\!~E;i,.agency invoW~<11'jih the placement or the agency 
neare'~t

1
1tbiw __ rnere he/she liv~~l1~nd they will TELL the individual 

'I ,, ' 1 1ili"!• • l!ljh 
who hislh.~r par~rits.,are. • , lih. 

, 'fjlh '''i!ljl/l'lr, '1IjHj1.1 
Ontario If 18 year~;~~ age or/R1~tr!

1
ith~ ext~h,9,ed birth registration can 

.t!t?fl ~,1 ), be obtained Jr.om .DY:SY '1 '111!1'!11.. • 

Quebec JjtflWWi 
.• 11h.1 • , 

t\lJlh 
tW~i 

• Ul jl!1'4Hlliji' 1hJH) 
·:i1w 

iiiiiJJi'' ·1w1 ·~1w. . 
New Brunswi¢i~j llJi lf.tti~ parents nact,'e

1
s are unknown, the individual should 

. th, .c~Htact~ocial Se~i~es . 
. 'llillJh '\ !lHl!llil!ij;llHlt.l!i1: ,,_ . 11W . . • 

Nova1-s_co_t1a 
1t1

1.l111ti1t1· 1 11Soc1al Ser-v.1~~~jWJll provide the names of the parents so the 
' lj ,, l '11 1'. , 

l11lllJ;nHHiliuP111-r . ·llll 1 foster person caH write to DVS to obtain a copy of the long 
.111 HI i, hi. . !!form birth registration. • . • . . 

d!!j\ll'' •qmlj • 1Hl\h1 
' •

1Pirin.'ce Edward lsland'1li j}lli lf,tliey don't know the names of their parents, they should go 

q111,,, ' ·-11 ·i· thrHUgh Social Services. Social Services will contact the 

'+ !1fl!t1 . • ' ' ~JU· parents to see if their names can be released. Otherwise, 

1Jll1·1, - 11lrJ Social Services would obtain the long form birth registration on • 
1itll}l . c1-ll!!i their behalf and forward it to this office. Virginia McEachern 

•l ,!!£. A!Hll· Dec. 4/90. 
'!ll\ll 1f "!'J' 

Yukon 
I l.t}f jJJ }I ; . A person who 'has been in foster care can have access to all 

information concerning his/her family. 

Northwest Territories Mary Beauchamp, Social Service_s stated June 26/90 that an 
individual can get the long form birth registration directly from 
DVS if 18 years of age or older. If the individual does not know 
the names of the parents, Social Services will tell them. There 
is no confidentiality maintained with respect to foster persons 
18 years of age or older. 
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Post Adoption Registries 

All provinces/territories operate adoption disclosure registries. The purpose of these 
registries is to provide intermediary reunion services to adult adoptees interested in 
personal contact with their birth families. All inquiries by departmental adoption officers 
should be directed to the social ~ervice contacts listed in Appendix 8. 

• ii) 

Pamphlets describing the post-adoption services are availaq!~J~~t
1
'au 

provinces/territories, except Quebec, PEI and NWT. In ~.Wiif1}1the individual should 
contact Laura Comishen(Program Officer, Social Servicr;$>,!Jsw~1will actively search for 
ancestors to unite the adoptee with his/her family. Lc;1u't~li/as rJ~;~:~~ted that we provide 
her address but not her telephone number to thos_ej/r;nl'.

1 
aking· inquifi~~t_,

1
(s_ ee Appendix 8). 

·"l '" 'U!l • . ,\J ' I '{ 11 • 
. . ll'1·1·1l jJ • I h1i1\. • Lj I 1•11 1 

11i!ll111' It lljlll 
·~,htt• ' !fl 'Ii 11 1i11ilt (1jl }1· '{l l• 

111111, ,, I 11 'l i I I 1t1C1%l!'li!lH 'l I ljll ,!· 
1tjl lllljH • tq .Iii 
it h' 11l!IHH1 ) '1tljl)ii 

, I I •ltjf r I i1tnh 
' tlHl\ i_i l1ll!1'!'i]11,,.. l~lh}} 

11 ). il!ll ,. 1l. I ~ 

l i!liilllllm111, l11n1 1LJliW •11ll1IUjv, 

11lj~~1,l11 111, 1111 l1i 
'
1 !Jll~,. , ,1j ,! , . I 1111 

llu
t!J!lllillllri-'ll111tij1111,1J!llllL 11tlil1ll!1111mnuw I l, 

Ill JI ••• I ·d 1/l't l ·111 
l ' !1 l;l,, l l , 

llil !1
111 • 111IJ!h,. •; I!!11ii 

11 
11 lh . 

1
11 ll 1. . •,ltlllhj, ''llll ·, ' If lljl' 

l\'ll'i_ \" I l I.,, . 
' llllllt!'i . 1--LI • 

-ll1}lf :J_1 ,r!Jl~ ) 
,1 1Ht11ii.1 

. iuJ . 
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Release of Identifying Information from Social Services ·to 
Bands/Adoptees/Adoptive Parents 

Bands controlling their own band membership under section 1 O of the Indian Act hav.e been reluctant to 
grant band membership to persons adopted by non-Indians, unless their Indian ancestry can be verified. It 
is understandable that bands would hesitate to accept individuals as band members without information 
enabling them to establish that the individuals qualify under their band membership rules. 

As you know, arrangements are in place with the various provincial and territorial Ministries of Social 
Services, so that identifying information on the natural ancestry of the adoP,te~[is released to the Indian 
Registrar for the purpose of establishing eligibility for registration as lndia~!i~He' Ministries were asked by 
letter dated May 29, 1991 whether they would be agreeable to setting ~~i$i~ilar arrangements with Indian 
bands A brief summary of their responses aooears on the table beloilll!llll!h-. . ' " 

!ljl!W •1,rJ11. 
Province Release of ldentifyin9,1l,~!ormation ~~o.;Ji~?cial Services 

or Territory to Band~{~~.9ptees/Adoptlve l;?,,,fiw;~ts . 

!llllji 1' 'f1i'lij1 
Nova Scotia 

l ,f ·,}I '1{ ti 

The current policy of the Nova Sg9.ti~j0epartment 9f Community S~ry.i9I~s do not permit the 
release of identifying inf~rmati?r\! t1lij~~~tive pan:~nt~{adoptees or baW~i.t1erks without the 
consent of the party/parties being 1dentit1.ed. ,1l!mW ,l 

. • •11mlL11HFtw - ; 

I 
I 

I 

I 

' New Brunswick 
1 Section 11 (2) of the New Brunswick Fan1i!Y!;Setvices Act permits the release of identifying 

information to INAC i:eij~!Minister of the C'r6Wn,or his servant Indian bands would not fall into ' 

this category. In order'tRlr~iijij~'r,tip~ntifying irit9frration to the adoptee/ adoptive parent/band, 
the consent of both birtliil)areritsti'.slh~~ded. 1t.1l!lh. 

·. • ·qif1 . ·11111wll11, • ·•11u1i,. • , 
Prince Edward The PEI Department of He~\t~. and Sp,ei~l.,q~r;v)ces ~c:lvised that their legislation presently does : 

Island not permie1•tH~l,release'of idJHt_if,ying_
1
;1i'dfc1/rma€iBhHA1jnew Adoption Act has been tabled which , 

,"" .. H·Hftt· 11PHi ·gf{4 1 l,~ } 1; 'iJf• ~ 
woul9 (a,llqw for ahJ_Rfficial discl9~~-!f!3•i"egistry. Adult adoptees would be able to request a search • 
for.b'irt~lparents'ah'dlidentifying·HKformation could be released, providing there is consent from 

f!fi0f -t·t,t ~-p:•t· 
th'e'.'adoptees and tt:l!:!lbirth parent&!i. I 

I 

'Pl!f . 11'1" "'Tl 
Newfoundland Ad~1t:!+~f?ptee~1w'?Ji~RP.IX1!R1tne_d~~~,rt_me~t of So~ial Servi?es, Governm~nt of Newfou~~land 

.,1!!lillH! 
and LaornRRr!lfgrltlie releal?,E;jqf!1d,ir,1t1fymg information, contingent on the birth parents g1v!ng 

Hi:ll=lrrnissionLf0r1 their identity to 1oe1rreleased. I 
·11nw·. ''•lfH!ll!, '!J!l l\1 • • . . ' ! 

Que6~b11l In 'Q'1;1ebec, the1humerous Social Services Centres operate independently and according to their 

-1!lil1•1.1l.lV . ?Wn lHl~.friretatidh~f9f _the legislation governing adoptions and the disclosure of adoption • . 
1.-.hi, mformat10r:ih '•hllh . 

o,1o;~u1111r11,~ The Onta:i½j
1
cthild an~-Family Services Act 1984 does not permit the release of identifying • j 

·_ inform_ati?_Qj\1!~~n-~s. In two cases informati~n has bee~ released to adoptees ~or the puq
1
ose ot;i: 

-! l
ll~~tabhs~1mlJ!~hg1b1hty under band memb~rsh1p rules. This was done under section 158(d) o

1 

f the , 
HD.ESA;'J1:ealth, safety and welfare" prov1s1on. • .. ; 

'il"llHllfP' . • • I . . 
Manitoba orf!the''written request of an adult adoptee, Manitoba Social Services will share enough birth 

family' information with the band to confirm band affiliation. This is only done for adult adoptees ! 
and when a band will not accept general verification of band affiliation from either Social ; 
Services or INAC .. : 

Saskatchewan Upon written notification from INAC initiated by the adoptee/adoptive parents, Saskatchewan i 

Social Services is prepared to contact the parties concerned to obtain their consent for the 
release of identifying information to the band. I 

I 

British Columbia The new active adoptive reunion registry in British Columbia allows adult adoptees and binth I 
parents to request active searches. l_de_ntifying information is released only with the conse.nt of , 
both parties. I 

Alberta, Yukon No reply. 
i 
I 
I 
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N.W.T. 

Append.ices 

"A" Provincial/Territorial Adoption Legislation. 

"B" Socia! Services Centres Addresses 

"C" Quebec Social Services Addresses • 

"D" Children's Aid Societies of Ontario Addresses 
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